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Plan of the site of Wardleg Manor in 1815
drawn by the Rev. John Hongon.
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olliery in 1946 — No.8, No.7 and No.5

Awaiting scrap at Follonsby Ci
(collection L.G. Charlton)



Wardley

ing vard, looking north from the top of the separation plant, about 1950
marshalling y 9 (courtesy NCB)
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The first trains from York and London Lravelled ove:

a route we would think strange. The trains did not pass
through Durham City and Birtley but travelled through
Shincliffe and Washington to a bleak place near Boldon
Colliery called Brockley Whins. The trains then cawme
into Gateshead through Felling on the old Brandling
Junction Railway. In 1850 a new line was opened Lo
passenger trains from Washington through Wardley and
Pelaw cutting out the extra ride to Brockley Whins.
Because the line from Shincliffe to Washington and Pelaw
was Lhe early route to the south, railwaymen still call
it 'the old main line'. It lost its passenger service
many years ago but main line passenger trains still
use the line when the present main line through the
Team Valley is closed for repairs. The picture on this
page shows a tank engine passing Wardley with a passenger
train from Washington in 1952,
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The yard of the former Wardley No.1 Colliery (Follonsby) looking north in January 1975,
with the new wagon shop left of centre and wooden wagons awaiting preservation -
(R. Mason)

wooden 10-ton wagons, 327 13-ton wagons (three had been scrapped), 334 14-ton wagons (one scrapped),
188 21-ton wagons, twelve “bogies’’, one loco coal wagon, one van, the ‘“Reel Wagon' and the two
Kibblesworth “Drift Bogies". Representatives from each type of wooden wagon were selected to be included in
the Tyne & Wear County Council’s preservation scheme, while six others were purchased by the Stephenson &
Hawthorn Locomotive Trust (see Appendix E). The remaining 544 10-ton hopper wagons were assembled in
the yards at Wardley and Follonsby and cut up during the summer of 1975.

The end of working from Kibblesworth also meant the end for the Springwell Wagon Shop, for it was situated
on a section of line no longer required. So the Railway took over some of the former colliery workshops at
Follonsby and adjacent to them built a new shop large enough to handle two wagons on a single road. This
came into operation with a staff of six in November 1974, whereupon the Springwell Shop was closed,
although it was later to be included in the Tyne & Wear preservation plan (see Chapter 7). With so many steel

wagons left, the Wardley Wagon Shop, as it is termed, will have no shortage of work, and the Railway's long
tradition will be continued.
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MONKTON COKE WORKS
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MONKTON 13

The imminent closure of Monkton Coke Works, just announced
by British Coal, will please many people who have protested
for years about its pollution of their atmosphere. It is a
hideous landmark, and only the loss of 200 jobs there
lessens the pleasure of its eventual disappearance.

But to be fair to British Coal, they were right when they
said that in 1937, when the plant opened, and for long
afterwards, there were open fields all round it and scarcely
any population to be affected by it. The main reason for its
siting there, more than 50 years ago however, was the close
proximity of several big collieries - Boldon, Hebburn,
Wardley, Springwell and High Heworth, and the Pontop-Jarrow
mineral railway.

Monkton, an Anglo-Saxon name, meaning, as you might guess,

"the homestead of the monks', was part of the lands given to

the monastery of Jarrow St Paul, by Ecgfrith, King of

Northumbria, in the 7th century, and was reputed to have been

the birthplace of the Venerable Bede (though some prefer

Monkwearmouth). In-the middle ages the monks farmed the

manor lands of Monkton from their grange, or monastery farm, qga\p\;,,q E
as they did in the nearby manors of Hedworth, Wardley, HMAGCAZ2Z(NE
Hebburn and Heworth.

After the closure of Jarrow Monastery in 1539, the Dean and
Chapter of Durham leased Monkton to various hndlords, but
the powerful Ellisons of Hebburn purchased much of its
freehold in the early 18th century, to add to their manors
of Hebburn and Wardley.

The historian Eneas McKenzie wrote in 1834, "Bede's Well
still exists in Monkton, and is reputed as a bath for the
recovery of infirm and diseased children. Formly, a large .
concourse of people resorted to the sacred spot on Midsummer-
Eve, to celebrate with music, dancing and other rural sports,
but these merry customs have long been discontinued" (1)

Benefactions mentioned in Jarrow Church records include:

1747: William Brunton left £20 for the Poor of Monkton and
Hedworth, the interest to be distributed on St Thomas Day.

1785 - The Will of Richard Walker left £60 to the poor,
directing the churchwardens to dispose of the yearly interest
as follows: " Anong the Poor attending the Sacrarent at Jarrow Church

on Christmas and Easter Days, the sum of 5 shillings and 2s 4&d on each of the:
said days amongst the Poor attending Heworth Chapel, and to apply the £
remainder of such interest towards educating poor widows' children within

the constablery of Morkton" Joan Hewitt
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* Three bedroomed -
* Oil fired central heating

* Garoge ’

» Land 1 the side & rear 2002
* Double glazing

* Viewing essential

(0191) 4878898
Offers over £200,000
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SCo'rS ' uS.'t->oo uqu FRoM uSE Down) DRWE To THE
LoDGE. 1996. Prote. G- STRIDIRON .
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on Tuscan Coutins Foe PoRew.
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Stunning:

The east wing
of Scots House,
i awellestored

| Grade |l Listed
building in
West Boldon,
set within acres
of beautiful

| grounds.

Historic home full
of period features

HE east wing of a Grade II Listed
property is available for sale.
Dating from the 17th Century,
Scots House, in West Boldon, is a
home set within several
acres of grounds including paddocks,
stables, gardens and a lake.
Despite its rural location, the property is
close to Sunderland and Newcastle.
The wing is a spacious character home
which has been sympathetically restored.
There is a large reception hall with high

dream homes

7
CEE TR R A R R R A R R R R A L L Ll

vaulted ceiling and galleried landing,
leading to a drawing room with French
windows.

The lounge has a marble period
fireplace, cornicing and French windows to
the conservatory.

'I‘herei.sawell-ﬁttedlntchenldmmg

room, study, utility room and sauna with
shower room.

Upstairs there are four double
bedrooms, three with en-suite facilities,
and a large family bathroom.

Access is via remote controlled gates at
the Lodge House or a sweeping tree lined
drive passing a paddock, copse and lake.
The East Wing, Scots House, is for sale
from J W Wood, Chester-le-Street, with
offers in the region of £395,000, tel (0191)
388-7245.




WARDLEY Follingsby Drive it
Spa 1S detached e which rarely t me ava WAR

A TNre

1sar
bedrooms x1¢ iy there are

£1 72’5 Offers in excess of £99,950

WARDLEY

offering family sized
accommodation
comprising entrance
porch, hallway, lounge
walk through to dining
room, study/bedroom
4 breakfasting kitchen
first floor landing,
three bedrooms and
bathroom/wc.,
gardens to front with
pedestrian access
and enclosed to rear,
garage with driveway,
iewing essential to - .
mte i Sundridge Drive

(0191 4676850 £165,000

Thornley Avenue
We are delighted to offer for sale this semi

detached house in this residen popul
estate, the accommodation u.“nd: -

EvimaE it T
bedrooms and ’ ; ¢

front with driveway to the side and enclased to'u': Manor Gardens WARDLEY
rear, Viewing essential to appreciate,

Low Fell 0101 4876850 Offers in excess of £115,000

* Lounge

* Kitchen/dining room

* Bathroom/wc

* Uality room

* Single garage

* Gas central heating

* Double glazing

* Cavity wall insulation

* Gardens front and rear

* Internal inspection advised

WARDLEY Parklands

Offers in excess of £154,950

room

£155,000

{appreciate. : Sherburn Way
{Low Fel (0191) 4876850 Offers in excess of £110,000

TR

e



Three bedroom semi detached house on this popular
estate, briefly comprising of entrance porch, hallway,
lounge, dining area, kitchen with wall and base units,
three bedrooms and bathroom/wc with electric shower.
Outside there are gardens to the front and rear and|
attached garage. Viewing is highly recommended.

Offers in the region of £159,950

ot N

. Lin Detached house
¢ Three bedrooms

« (Gas central heating
* Double glazing

» Gardens

WARDLEY Whitemere Gardens

A spacious three bedroom semi detached house situated in
a popular part of Wardley. With gas central heating, double
glazing and alarm comprises: entrance hall, lounge, kitchen
and downstairs wc. First floor: three bedrooms and
bathroom/wc. Gardens to the front and rear and driveway
parking.

Offers in excess of £69,950

WARDLEY

Montrose Drive
2 Aot opesty .Fnlumh ':!d close m:.lo;"m
dley.The area offers o he A19, Al and is in coss proximity
::iods.ﬂnmhﬁlﬂhommﬂd-&madm Am.wdunbhhw
ow%dwb&mwﬁdounmﬁhdm.%“ﬁupm@dw
hmMmpbbmﬁmbindaxhgm‘oﬂwphuuMqui&bbmd&mM‘

* Sought offer location

* Private detoched property
* Five bedrooms

» Large living area

* Double garoge

* Palio fo reor

0191 4878898

”KEIR HARDIE AVENUE WARDLEY

ver £11

WARDLEY

« Semi detached house
« Three bedrooms
« Lounge/dining room

» Kitchen

« Bathroom/wc

« Gas central heating system
« Upve double glazing

o Gardens front & rear

« Single jar‘nge.

o Internal viewing
recommended

® End Link House * 3 Bedrooms
* lounge * Double Glazing

Ref; 526/485/862
£112,950 LOW FELL ® 0191 4825553

Q Price Guide.....£89,950

HOME LIFE...Superb modem two bedroomed
property located in a quiet cul de sac on this popular
estate reciate the contemporary kitchen, living room
which leads on to an attractive conservatory, two well
proportioned bedi and a modem family bath
Externally the property benefits from front and rear gardens
and off street parking.




 WARDLEY =
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overiooking common green to the front. This nicely
presented home with own direct access, own gardens and
2 brick built garage in block. Gas centratly heated
&wwmmmmm

WARDLEY PARK

Rosemount Avenue

WARDLEY

* Detached bungalow
* 2 bedrooms

i « Lounge
V7 =Wy oy W S8 SR . . Dlmgg room
iﬂ: ’ ¢ Kitchen
: * Conservatory
: * Bathroom/wc
# * Gas central heating

* Double glazing
I » Gardens front and rear
* Garage

Slaley Close £179,950

WARDLEY
Bowburn Close

Offers over £149,950

 WARDLEY =
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Whalton Close £189,950
£I39v950 WARDLEY

Wardley Drive

WARDLEY

 Kitchen
* Bathroom
o Gas central heating
| » Gardens
 Garage in block
 Viewing hi (Phly
recommended

Thropton Close

£97 850
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Wardley/Red Barns
Creating a Country Park

Gateshead Council has prepared a
draft strategy to create a country park
here. The proposals are shown on the
plan on the back of this leaflet.

We want to improve this part of our countryside for people and wildlife. The country park
would consist of woodlands, wetlands and wildflower meadows, linked by a network of
paths providing access for all. We recognise the importance of this area of countryside,
because of its position close to the communities of Wardley, Hebburn and Bill Quay.

However, it owes its existence as open land partly to its history of brick shale, clay
extraction and coal mining. What we are left with is a mixture — some parts, like Pelaw
Quarry Pond, are now restored, while other areas remain in poor condition. The whole
area lacks any real identity and suffers from the all too familiar problems of fly tipping and
vandalism.

The draft strategy sets out our priorities.
We hope it will also serve as a funding
tool to attract the money needed to carry
out some of the work.

Our priorities are as follows:

e Designate Pelaw Quarry Pond as a Local Nature Reserve and include it in the
Council's Next to Nature Project. This will help to protect the pond and make
more money available to look after it.

e Install signs and complete ‘missing links’ to create a path network as shown on
the site plan.

e Tidy up the area and remove or renovate dilapidated and derelict buildings, which
spoil parts of the site.

e Create wildflower meadows and wetland in the large field shown on the map, for
the benefit of wildlife.

¢ In the long term, seek to secure funding for a ranger on site, in partnership with
South Tyneside Council, to help to tackle problems of misuse.

e Agree a name for the country park, to give the area an identity and enable signs
to be put up.

This is a long-term project — to achieve the big improvements we want to see
will take time and require funds, which in some cases have not yet been raised.
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Proposed Country Park Boundary

Existing bridleways (for horse riders,
cyclists and walkers)

Proposed future bridleways
Existing footpath (walkers only)

Pelaw Quarry Pond
Proposed Local Nature Reserve

Council

Tol. 0191 433 3000
Fax. 0191478 3401

Gateshead | TITLE

wmsiesisms | WARDLEY / RED BARNS

PROPOSED COUNTRY PARK

1:8500 | October 2002

This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey matenal

with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the
Controller of Her Majesty's Stationary Office. © Crown Copyright.
Un fri Crown
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Gateshead Counil 0.S. kicence no LAO7618X 2002




WHARDLEY

| ’ |
!w. !*’(ru Tox 3 I [ b

L SeveRe WNTER of 1947  looking SoutH To WASHINGTON

L ! ) L | | | ") ’ ’ |
F Pt HenP (A ConNicAL HounDd CENTRE HoRizZonN ). HE\UDRTH PRRCT g )

LEFT BAckGRound AT GGG GATE C(Ross -PoAnsS. BEMoND 5 TeLeGRAPH PoLes
1S THE LEVEL CROSSING CARRMING BDWES RAiLAY (PonTof To TARROW LNE

L ) oue

/ -~ 2 :\ . 5 r Lei ‘ : .

MIE LEM inD_SPANCWERL TREES PLANTED 1420 wHeN THE LANE WAS RE LA
&

e fMoTe -HMR GEp HesP

-

"
\\: )p‘

LIMQE\' House - hast House ofF LiNGEY House FArM HMEDIEUAL FARMSTEAD
BBonGinG To THE HAOR ofF WARDLEY. CEASED FARMING (N 1660'S 1oHEN

C (‘ TR g ’ ) | i & 'r A
FrErLING WD C. Bull.t LEAM LANE Eg7 ATE L AC ¥-;)Lfg-o,’_’§\ (HHK'!__{C 2 it

» 1 g



SRl - - / |
o= T \

/
(f / ' SAUF
3 / 37 : CLOSE 'I

SauaRre / s\\
/ FLETCHING f’/’.’

FIELD J
CLOSE

WHITE MERE
PooL
HouSE
FRoM A AAN DRAWN BY (783. N =
RiICHARD RicHARDSoN FOR . =
THE DEAN ¥ cHAPTER ESTATES. é‘

b, 20, 30,
ScALE of CHAINS




2 2

{

I ISSIY shy

o

LL;,; le /7‘0u¢6
y((,,‘pv. /\gatu\.tta{j.

Scale of Chams |

37,

7[;‘01»4 a /)/0-4/\ ((l‘((.c.}la. ‘t[:'j
”/eu-;lba,.*d “/()tc/\,cud,aou fu\/
Clapley G balia.

10

L/[C(Z /l. Luj’




E- SN

/\’/ou;\jty ui/ow‘;g J‘Zw%w Umdhq &;3 ¥

?9.1/1,&/‘-&/( f [/}bOO’Lv “/;[C.CU’M.C( 5/a/f—vw :
J,éwy Lol - At

te Momarlall - 6/2#9 ARES P ARe o
Vi %3“(2/@ [’/em,e, J,-o/w [6+ 4os. /b 18s Oc
16 Wetl Clae Dubs B+ I7s v ks be
L7 ath (loae fmwo 3+ 205 £3 15 Oc
1S Bare (s (idad o+  [bs £8 fs Oc
/? %grcac( bilne i il §s K5 125 Oc
w20 ]7Ma,c/& Jfrcuw 5+ s E2 2s o
2/ ;Iiwc][@ﬁf& (lzae ﬁp’f‘WJ e s k5 lhs Oc
27 i ﬂ?ej Jucld (dtal 13+ ISs il s od
13 Jloth 'L;ézj (e ,fgﬁau [C+ 1SS £a Ls b
U Last .ﬁbﬁc‘:} Felel () heal 15 + [$s £12 0 los D
25 7/‘,03% Cleae fﬁau 15 + 5s ,’; 2 |53 D«
26 j’/”m‘j Clare Dheal 15+ 18s ,":(3 [CS Cc
27 Hlewy Claac Dalo. gl 0By k9 B30
22 Mene M [50 tich 19 ¢
.
LwC‘E,\/ Heuse€ FARM - VALUATIeN oF CRePS FeR RENTAL
AND TTHES. FoR DEAN ALD (HAPTER
CF DURHmrM. 1782,

FIELD NUMBER 33 HAD Ne NAME ARD wAS NoT ASSES




M)




W AED!

e g,

i

I L

b 34

.

WARDLEY HENDERSON GARDENS

ELLEN WILKINSeN ESTHW

4 Ht w9

WUl

X b

W M@Levf
: 3 2\

FUD C

T i Sh Sl TN
~ ; : ; . . ;"."

.

‘-
>~
l*
A%
,'~
)

vl
< &



WARDLEY HALL (NoT To BE CONFUSED Wi WIARDLEY MAVOR WAL )
ALSO KNowW AS  PALHERS ALY o PALMERS BAUK. BuiT o
1873. BECAME THE BRITISH LECIoN CLUR N QS5 WiTH HucH
SUBSEQuenN T ALTERATN ON. vy

v iof
\ K Y

VIEW To THE Soum Flom No. (3B PALHER GARDENS, AcRosS
SUMDERLAVD RoADd BEFRE THE FELLING BY-PASS W AS
BUiLT. FELLIVG UD. Councie PUT UP A LARGE ESTATE
OF CounciL HOousSES HERE |N THE Lq30s-S©'S.



WARDLEY
C.oLtlERY.
Two PoPULAR

Pupds.
c. 193%0.
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THE WHITE MARE PooL HOTEL WAS VERY

OLD - PRE{A+hCEWTURY — A COACHING
INMN o0 THE RoMAn RoAa»
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The Railway Hotel with itis Tewperance Ear on Lhe leflt.
about 1968 when Felling By-Pass was Luilt Lhrough Ward
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' - Sir Charles Mark Palmer.
|

; L'[B_Y jonN OXBERRY. ] lh:lzum

"I was reared in an atmosphere of political
disquictude, and one of my earlicst recollec.
tious of public events is the cxcitement caused
by the General Election of Novewber, 1868,
when Mr., afterwards Sir George Elliot first
. beecame a member of Parlinment for the
‘Northern Division of the County of Durham, |
| and whén Mr., afterwards Sir Charles Mark |
| | Palnier tried to win his way into the Houee of |
, Commons as the representative of the folks of
' Shields and failed in the attempt. )
: A" The franchise was then a very restricted one
' and few werking men bad voles. We often
4 place o false value on things we long for and
; see very little prosgect of attaining. Forty
' years ago men arched in their thousends for
miles with banners flying and bands playing,
| to demand the right to vote, & right that thous.
| ands of their song, nowadayg, will not go to the
trouble of walking & hundred yards to exercise. |-
Perbaps we ought not to be surprised at this,
as it dffords us merely one more 1illustration of
the well known experience that reslization often
disillusions us and is seldom equal to the
~ anticipations we have cherished.

- Before the next election for North Durham
| | five years were to elapse. In the meantime
| | events had oceurred which made the election of
'  February, 1874, a still more exciting and
, | passionate struggle than that of 1868, Messrs.

.i’almcr and Bell championed the one side and |

Messrs. IEliot and Pemberton the other. 1!
need not refer to it here, nor to the petition
. and trinl end unsenting of the victors, and the
' second election which followed, further than to
'. gay that the election of Iebruary, 1874,

saw the commencement of Sir Charles Mark ,
F Palmer's association with the district of +
]
]

1

Felling, an asscciation that has happily existed
since without intermissien, and that at a little
later period, as we all know, became still|
closer when the colliery at Felling, which the
| Brandlings had begun, pussed into the hands of
ia celebrated firm of coul. owners known as |
'John Bowes and Partners, but whose presid. |
|ing genius, from the formation of the company
*lin 1845, has been Sir Charles Mark Falmer.
I Nearly thirty-three years of political, indus-
trial, and we may edd family connection with
the parish of Heworth, give the inhabitants
many reasons to regard with interest the
~— career of Sir Charleg, and justily us in devoting
a little of our time to a congiderution of the
achievements of one of the greatest of our
porth.country captaing of industry. Samuel
Siniles in his ** Self Help " told the story of how
men had won fame and fortune by their own
efforts, how men hed_risen from thg humblest
sition to the highest by their o¥vn unremitt.
ing endeavours,  SirgChaffes'had not so lowly
an origin as the %t of Mr. Suiiles's heroes, '
but he is not therefore, less deserving of a
rominent place in the roll of those men who !
ave benefitted the world by their enterpriging
labours, ;
At the be%inning of Jast century the Tyne!
- posseased a fleet of Greenland whalers, manned '
' by seaman whosé hardiness and skill won wide’
recognition, * One of the most famous whaling
- veasels of that period was the “Cove of Cork," a
Sunderland built ship, owned, and for many
years commanded by Captain George Palner,
whose fourth son was christened Charles Mark
and i8 the subject of our sketch.  Captain
| Palmer's geventh son, Alfred Septimus, became
' mining engineer and his name and presence
,are even more familiar to Felling and Wardley
.Eeoplo than that of his older and more cele-
j .

rated brother. g
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“Charles

Palmer

Built the first
steam collier

CHARLES MARK PALMER was a
remarkable man. He created industries
and even a town with ruthless
efficiency.

In 1845 he joined John Bowes and
became manager and part owner of a
small coal mine near Gateshead. A few
years Jater North-East coal hit 2
slump. )

Palmer found the solution. Ignoring
the ridicule of cynics he proceeded to
plan and build a screw-driven, iron-
built steam collier at the. tiny
Tyneside hamlet of Jarrow.

It was a resounding success. Jarrow
began to expaond.

But Palmer had not finished. During
the Crimean War he built his first
warship and started the British
armour plating industry in the
process.

He built up a complete construction

process, producing  everyihing e

needed from iron to copper and glass, '
Just 20 years alter the launching of

his fiest collier, he was employing

10,000 men.

In 1886 he was created a Garonet

. for his services to his country, Chaties

Palmer died in London in 1967 at (he

vipe old age of 84, He must have been
a satisfied man, ;
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INFORMATION ABOUT WARDLEY AND FOLLONSEY PITS

Trntarviwe with Lawie Hall: He wae 2t Follonghy when the lact car of coal
wae drawn on Thureday 2+h, OSuoust 1974 ite number was 702 which went to the
cunface 2t 11 20am, The lact chaft deputy was Rilly Millar Tt then cloeed
ze z cozl drawing chaft Ofter ezlvzne. the oit cloeed shout 2 ;é;¢=-;;;;;
The 1260 wae the Beumont Seaem and the mumming etztion wae in thé EAM main,
Tom Carney wae killed in the Low Mzin Seam whan ke wss cruched by ;“f;;;nﬁf
ctona. JTohn Rone died when he wallied back into 2 gezm where they m;"e ;;n;.
firina, Sam Knapper wae caught whan the wadas on 2 oit oroo £law onf =n&—-
hit him on the 1ruwer part of hiz hody znd it killed him Hig wze 2
marvelloue funerzl with four black horcee with olume on their heade and =2
traditionzl hurce with the colliery hand in attendenca, A lzd callad Smith
who wae the manzosr'e son 2ot Lillaed by 2 fa1l of stone and 2 nit ponv wae
trapoad on top of him The men 2t Wardley need to oo down No 2 (1260)
shaff thara were tuo deck level's in the caoe azch holding 20 men, Mo 2
chaft wae the "emokev shaf! for ventilzting the mina znd alen uged ze 2n
amerazncy shaft

onerate No 2 chaft

The +tubhe wera 27

hour would ha weiohad " SR

Cazam, Tha 1420 Eracklay Seam waze 2 diez nintment to the man

nat cafe and wae eventually ahandonad, The water ponds hahkin

wae ueed for suonlving watéw o the firsholes (the hoilarg) for

driven caos ;eféfe.th;v wera rhanosd The last coal o come out of
Fcllohsbv-m== from Heworth, 811 tha tuhe were laft down the nit, There were
shent & loco'e zn B00 care laft balow We would bring out 80 tobe 2n hour
in the 2 cages. s2ch having 2 4ube in them It took AG caconde to get ths
;Qﬂe o bang. henazth us wae 2 £+, to the sump, Tzl Brown was the last
;;?sekee;er. When 1 started there in the earlQ Cn'e there were zhout 2
mmmice hut thev stonped using them =heout 1957/2, ona wac callad Nelgon - it
;;f;";=;m;ﬂé”;;e—-6g tha dav the lzst tub wae cont un that cart ~f the oit
wae flooded ton faet deen.
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Tunction of Trunk Road A.184 and Road 1055 at White Mare Pool. The new road from Trunk

2oad A.l1 will link with these roads at a roundabout.
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Wlilg Mase Peosl

The Airport that Never Was

On September 14, 1930, Felling Urban
District Council met to consider the
feasibility of a plan to build an airport
at White Mare Pool. Not just any
tuppence ha’penny airfield, but an
INTERNATIONAL airport to serve the
whole North East.

The Air Ministry started it, persuading
the already depressed Northern region
(after the General Strike of 1926, it was
seething with discontent 100), to take a
giant leap forward into future prosperity
through air travel.

Several sites were mulled over in 1929
and White Mare Pool won,
wholeheartedly supported by the councils
of Felling, Washington, Boldon, Jarrow
and Souih Shields, and given guarded
approval by Gateshead, Sunderland and
Newcastle.

The chosen spot was that triangle of land
between Leam Lane, Follonsby Lane and
the Leamside Loop Railway Line, over
200 aczes, holding two farms and Heworth
Goif Cowse.

The Felling councillors must have feit a
bit jittery when they looked at all the
implications, such as dispossessing two
farmers and the golfers, building new
roads, including a super highway to serve
the airport, aud lead on to a proposed new
Pelaw High Level Bridge to cross the
Tyne to Waiker.

There were other problerus - the land was
subject to mining snbgidence, it was
marshy, and nearby in a circle, the pit -
head gear of Follonsby, Usworth and
Springwell collieries stuck up like sore
thumbs - not aircraft friendly!

The development costs were daunting to
poor town councils, at least 25,000
initially but much more to follow. One
aircraft hangar would cost 3,000 and a
passenger terminal the same.

But it didn’t matter in the end. Sunderland
withdrew first, announcing that it
preferred to promote Usworth airfield as
its future town airport. ( Usworth was a
left-over from the Great War which
survived until Nissan arrived).
Newcastle went next. A Captain Irving,
as its spokesman, announced that
business-men who wished to fly, lived in
Gosforth and would not care to travel
first to White Mare Pool, and he added,
that in any case, the “atmosphere there is
always thick, the.  last thing you want
for an airport.”

Durham County Council tried to bully
them all into line, but in vain. The
wrangling over the project went on until
1939, when the outbreak of war put paid
to the scheme at last.

But two legacies remain from the White
Mare Pool plan. The north-eastern
councils got together again after the 1939
- 1945 war and did succeed in launching
a partnership owned airport at
Woolsington in the late 1950’s, which
became Newcastle International Airport
and has been a profit maker for those
councils - Gateshead included.
And when Felling Council built
Fisherwell Road in Pelaw, the road was
made very wide, in case it should still be
needed as the approach road to the Pelaw
High Level Bridge.
- Joan Hewitt

;'JGA"J, (i fox 2

g



—~
%

_ WHTE MARE PooL

PooL BRIDGE, DATING FROH T HE OF SuMDE’QLﬁ—Ub

NEWCASTLE TURNAKE (179Q) Bt To TARE RoAD ovU(&

MARSHES (WehTE HERE) pere A’r \TS EVD 1459 R RuUILDIMG
OF THE FELLIWCQ BY-PASS pisL..

S
.'--*:',‘r‘# t:’ =

- %

-
-

Twe RoaDd ar PooL BRDEE (LerT ToP) BeFoRE BY-PASS
WAS BUILT BUT PREPARATIONS ALREADY UM DERWAY -
Lo oK1 O6 TOWARDS  WARIEY -



&l N

DEMoLiT o of FPoolL BRIDGE cuasY-6o To REPLACE T
WITH CoNclETE FLy-ouGR R Mgl ouEL LEAN LAWUTE

CoNSTRUCT 0N DF FL{-ovER uUNDER WY C Qoo . LookKING

TowPRDS FOLLOMSRY WiTH FoLLonwsBy TERRACE ON LEFT.



13

2nd

WARDLEY VILLAGE.

Its Past, Present—and
Future.

A:10q1y, |

NO\\ung}'.‘
Ev.CRramele

Closing of the Colliery. |

(IFrom a Correspondent.)

{
!
| The village of Wardley Colliery, half a mile
| sonth-cnet of Polaw, between the Shiclde and
Sunderland turnpikes, after an existence in
obecurity for half a cartury, has, by force of
cireumstances, been thrust into an unenviable
notoriety. It owes its existence to the open-
ing of the colliory thera at the period
mentionad, and has grown up round it depend- |
ing wholly upon it for the employment of its
in u_lbitanta, and now that the fortnight's
notice has expired regarding ite closing-Athe
motive power shut off and the ponics brought
to bank—the villagers just &el as if the
bottom had dropped out of the wuniversa.
There are fully 400 families of them, or rather
were, for «inee 'ast Saiurday many )u"'-‘t‘-*i
have haon enptied and the occnpants seattered:!
to new employment, and in search of it.  Of

the great majority still remaining, some nre

hoping againat hope that the mine i}l he re-

opened again after a short time, and athera

are looking to the opening of the new ehaft at

Fallongby, in the same «ﬁstrict. by the some

jowners, Bowes and Partners, bnt at best that

eannot be in the near future.

The visitor to Wardly finds it a deprossing
place, undar the eivenmstanens, ond it ic o
matter of thankfnloces that it bas never bren
a great trading centre, the people being os'lv
dopendent on busincss premises in tive uoioh-
bouring communitios of Bill Quay and Pelaw,
whore, from the point of view of employment,
the mimlnlunts, unlike those of Ward ey, have
not got all their egas in one basket. The loeal |
(’(_'Sslmlsl 1 prophesying the extinetion of
Vardley as a coinmuuity after its half century
of existence, but one heésitates to subscribe to
that, knowing the demand for dweliing honses
jin any district within easy, or for the matier |
vof that, uneasy reach, of the growing mining

|

’

;Nf\lllﬂon. onginal Latin, His towbstone, Just within
© I the loeal pessinist is wrong abomt the  (he gats opening on the Shiclds tuinpike, is a
ending of Wardley, he is also most certainly | huje slab of uparesped Irgestoie, lying level
iwrong  abents  its  beginning, for the | witn the ground, with an msg.-r.&n.mn G brass
antiquarian knows that it has a ﬁiltorv reach- | tabict. Just aeuss the way 1s tho ald vicara
g weall into the centuries. Tn the | where, ng leen! tradition T.« ity both Dok
chronicles of Simeon of Durham, A.D. 095, and Pheckeray have strotelied their ) 25 Wik

Lwe fifd that at Waredclaw, or Weredclaw, the
corpse of St. Cuthbert became immovable, and i
the wanderiig monks were directed to its !
rgstln{z place at Durham. son, the
historian, supports this claim, and argies out
the matter in “Aich Flianae,"” vol. vi., page
112: “Here in 1293 was a summor residono
of the Priors of Durham, an okl eligious
ouse, where, in 1313, according to Suitees,

Walliam do Tanfiell, Prior of Durham, rotired.
It stood on a site of about 6 acres, and par!
of it encloged by a deop fosse with an earthien
monnt on the outer nir&c that measured about
115 feet on the N, side, 411 feat on the S,
143 feet on the Wost, and 197 foet on the I
e ditch varied from 9 to 13 feet in breadth,
and was 6 feat deep, fi'lld up to admit a road
from west 4o cast,  Tn 1820 thars werp tranac,
of the Fish Panda on the S, side and of the

rden_in the N.E. corner.”” Hodgson oon-

rms this, and gives n plan as on engraving.
Hutchineon, writing in the previons contury.
mantions tho site and coneludes it to be the
remains of the moat or wall surrounding a
manor house in former times.

The Scots are said to have destroyed the
Prior’s House 1n one of their raids, and on its
site was bnilt the Manor House of Wardley,
near the old village of Wardley, which we find
on 17th and 18th century maps, but which,
like so many of the old agricultural centres,
‘disappeared or was merged in the new mining
cantr;lof the 19th century. Here resided the
Brandling family, as also at the old hall ad-
joining Felling Station J"nst recently taken
down. * Hava @lan tw VI e Boir# o’

2 LiiN.

‘- Nhotre, where he dizd,

o Asinns as CAlderman”

Cout never teanslated into English  from  tue

of romstralion with tie locAl Bessions, and e
forred to n menting place for the descendants
of the followers of the ejectidd Prosbyterian
vicar in_ 1662 from the parent chureh at
Jarrow, Francis Batty. We find the same con-
rogation again in 1729 in “lean's lists of
dissenting Cnapels'' ag at Heworth in the
same pa.ish, with Alexander Creighton, M A,
a grsduate of Glasgow, as their mimister;
troces of them later in another gurt of the
arish at the beginning of the 19th century,
eveloping into what has been since 1830 the
Independent Chureh at Kelling, and agam
revived a few years ugo a8 the Pelaw Presny-
terian Church.
. The Lord Rutherford mentioned in the
licence is an intercsting man.  We find from
tha “Scottish Peerage' that he was one of the
Ruthertords of Hunthill, N.B., the head of tho
house. He had evidontly lived not wisely but
too well, made over the esta ta another
lianch of the family, and settle:! in Engiand.
We find .hu{ at the old Manor Hounse ot
Wardley in 1700, and at Ashington Hail in
1709, with burial registers of membera of lus
lumil_v in the pansh registers of Bothal,
Morpeth, and Elsdon, He was a Presbytorin
himselt, and a patron of the cause wherever
he u-ni«'«l. henee the licence at Wardiay. At
the present Wardley Hall on the Sunderland
turnpike arve traces of the old moat.

Vhere are sume intercating thongs about the
parish church also. 16 is at Howorth, and was,
until 1321, & chapelry of Jarrow. ““Almost as
ancient as the chwieh there’ it has been
several times rebuilt. A coin of the Sason
hng Egfrid was fotind in the churchyard.  u,
Cromwell's time the stone altar was thrown
ont of the east window. In the "*Life of Am-

Lrose Barnes' we find: “Ordere by the R otor

and the I'wenty-lour that the little Beil now!
in the Bolfry of Gateshead be presentdd to!
Rob. Elitson, kaq., tor the use ol Heworth
Chap ) (whewe it st.h reu:mns) moavi ol arrenss
for the Biu: Quarrey Spmat’

In the ehurcovard i the remas ahle toonh
stone of & ronoa sable man-~the Bov Qaclinnd
Daves, M A ~Ulecian Dawes, the autbog

Moecelanen Uritden,” and a strnetime masto
W of the Neweastio Giammar School.,
Pte wan bren at Norbh Shields, and, after boing |
ponmioted, sebtfed i a cottagy at Heworih;
Like more than one of!
s sucoessors, he had uoquavvel with jus)
sovernors the Corporation, and took revenge
upon thew by teacning the boys, obten with !
fudicrous  vesults, to transiate  the Latin
His was
foud i five edibions between 1740 and 1520,

the hospitabie muhogany of a former vicar,
Ovee———

ittt G Pt elneg
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The "Hope of Wardley".

One of the members of Felling TLocal History Society, Mr. Gordon
Stridiron, has found this gem of social history when researching

in Wardley. It appears in a regular news-sheet of The Indevpendent
Order of Rechabites in I907, along with a report about a treat for
the "Hope of Wardley" juvenile Rechabites of the "Thomas Hall Tent",
who had been on a summer excursion to Roker.

About I20 children accompanied by 30 or so adults went by train to
Monkwearmouth, (from Pelaw Station I would guess), and then to the
sea-front by tramcar, where they spent a whole day, well looked
after by Superintendents, Robinson, Reay, Kelly and Hearne.

All well and good, but much more intriguing is the charming vignette
which appeared with the report of the day trip. A Band of Hovpe Alphabet
to be learned for recitation by the children so sweetly depicted in

a helf circle, all ready to chant together.

However amusing it seems to us, for them it was a very serious piece
of work. They were doing their bit to slay the 'Demon Drink'. They

haed signed the Pledge and wore the blue rosette. They would grow up

to be total abstainers from alcohol, - teetotallers. e have forgotten
what despair and degredation was wrought in Victorian England by the
drunkards - '0Oh father, dear father, when will you come home, the
clock in the steeple chimes One'... Out of the misery was born the
Temperance Movement. The brewers and publicans were made to toe some

lines, licensing laws passed, non-alcoholic drinks promoted and non-
alcoholic hotels ovnened.

The greatest success of 211 was winning over the children throush the
joys of membership of the Band of Hope in every corner of the land. I
consider this Alphabet song to be a splendid piece of provaganda - to
do what it was meant to - indoctrinate children.

Hapoy Christmas!
Joan Hewitt.

1s for Ale, which makes people ill, 2 SN
B 15 for Beer and the doctor’s Big Bill ; ] T
C is for Cider, that no one should make, y
D 15 strong Drink, which we never will take.

E s for Earnest, we all ought to be, i P is our Pledge from all ill to abstain.
F 13 for Fetters from which we are Free ; , Q is for Questions we ask whan we think,
Q is for Gin, that korrible stuff, I R is for Reasons \\'l:y no one should drink ;
H s for Health—we look Healthy enough ! | S is for Sober and Safe and Sccure,
1 15 for Inn, which on Sundays should close, } T for Teetotal, the best thing, we're sure
J s for Jail, where the poor drunkard goes; | U Useful our Pledye is 10 you and to me,
K s for Kind, which we all try to be, 1V Virtue is better than Vice vou'll agsce
L 15 for Lave, always Lovely ta sce. LW for Water, far better than W mne,
M 15 for Misery, caused by strong drink, I X 10 eNcel, our Pledge vou should sign
N 15 our Nation, which Needs Now 1o Think o Y s for Youth, the best ime to hegin,
O 1 for Opium, that passons the ion, Z s for Zeal, that ons Canae we may s
ol Now onr Alphabet's finshed, +
> -_g:/‘:.y{bz We Lnow you will think 3“\’*"1‘
'_‘_’r.,.‘«’g] \We are Band of Hope childien, . ﬂ'(ffﬂh =
1l And HATE all sirony drink Y

Al e W
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A SHORT HISTORY OF WARDLEY COLLIERY

It was on the 17th. June 1871 that VWardley Colliery commenced to draw coal
but it has a far older history going further back than the early 13th.
century and the ancient Manor House of Wardley which was built by Prior
Hugh de Darlington and occupied as a summer retreat by the monks of Jarrow.

In 995, it is supposed by some, that Wardley is where the corpse of St.
Cuthbert became immovable and the wondering monks received the revelation
that directed them to Durham. Vhen the ecclesiasticals fled Durham in 1069
with the body of St.Cuthbert they again visted the area on the way to
Lindisfarne.

During the early 1300's the Scotts destroyed the Prior House and on the
site was built the Manor House of Vardley which was enclosed by a deep
fosse with an earthern mount on the outer side. On the six acre site were
fish ponds and gardens.

The Brandling family came into possession of the Manor by 1530. Mrs. Ursula
Brandling, who died on Sept. 9th. 1593, bequethed to her son Richard
“varies impliments of husbandry, corn etc at VWardley." By 1660 Robert
Ellison (the family are remembered by Gateshead's Ellison Street where
Tesco's now stands) owned the Manor.By 1730. Cuthbert Ellison held the
Manor which was divided into five farms; Thisley House, Ling House, Cowper
Lane, South Vardley and Vardley Manor House Farm. The older generation of
Vardley people today would know them as belonging to Gallon, Gillesbie and
Amos. The last tenant of Manor House Farm was Nick Bambling, although by
then it bad long since ceased to be a farm as had Cowper Lane Farm at
Pelaw.

A Scotsman, Lord Rutherford, resided as a tenant of Vardley Manor House in
1700 where it was set apart as a "desenting meeting house" for the
followers of the rejected Presbyterian vicar Frances Batty of Jarrow.

On a 1723 Dean and Chapter Estate map, a wooden waggonway is shown. It
brought coal from Vashington pits to Bill Quay staiths. It travelled north
from Jingling Gate and passed behind Lingey Farm house (Gillesbie's) and
crossed the Sunderland Turnpike Road where Priestley Gardens is today and
had stood the Vashington Waggonway House for the gatekeeper. It then
crossed over where Kirkwood Gardens now stands and onto Station Road and
down to Bill Quay staiths.

The great land and pit owners known as "The Grand Allies" in 1821
investigated the cost of building a railway from their colliery at Stanley
to Jarrow n Tyne, passing through Vardley. George Stevenson's plan was
accepted and the line opened on the 17th. January 1826. At Springwell the
waggons were transfered to a self acting, gravity incline to Springwell
Bank Foot at Jingling Gate. The next 4% miles were worked by locomotives
through Vardley to Jarrow.

This era saw the growth of the trade union movement and it was at Boldon
Fell, the land behind Vardley's Vhite Mare Pool, that ten's of thousands of
miners with their banners came to hear Thomas Hepburn and others speak on
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the 3rd March 1832 in defence of better working conditions. A similar mass
meeting took place in 1844 and "The Fell" continued to facilitate such
activity till the end of the century as a convenient assembly point for
trade unionists from South Shields, Sunderland, Springwell and Gateshead.

The Brandling Railway to South Shields and Wearmouth was opened in 1839.
For many years this must have been the most convenient, if not the only
means of transport for VWardley people, especially when Felaw Station was
much further to the East than it is today and nearly in Vardley itself.

Felling Coal Company started sinking the shaft at Vardley in 1854 but it
was abandoned two years later when they hit water. In the colliery accounts
for 1855 the Sinkers Lodge was built at a cost of £28 1s 9d and Sinkers
Row,what later became part of First Street, was built. The pit was
completed by what had then become "John Bowes and Fartners" and producing
coal in June 1871. Alfred Septimus Falmer, was the manager and agent. His
home "Vardley Hall" was built in 1874 and is now the British Legion Club

By the late 1870's, First, Second, Third Street, Reservoir Street and
Quality Terrace were built on the North side of the Colliery, Vaggonway
Street, Sunderland Terrace and Pump Row on the South. Vardley Colliery
Board School was opened in 1878 for the education of the growing number of
local children.

News of a great disaster at Seaham Colliery in 1880 brought another miners
demonstration on "The Fell". Joseph Hopper, remembered by Vindy Nooks
Joseph Hopper Homes, who at that time lived at 12 Palmers Row (which later
became Third Street) and worked at Wardley Colliery, urged better
ventilations and inspection of the mines and a resolution condemning night
shift work as an "unnatural system" was passed.

As did other mining villages, Vardley built it's Primitive Methodist
Chapel; next to the school in 1884 and was very popular among the pit folk,
more so than the New Connection Methodist Chapel located in a house at 12
Second Street and which went on to build the Robert Clayton Memorial Chapel
near the Miners Velfare Hall and was to become in later years St. Aiden's,
an outreach of St. Mary's Church at Heworth.

Beside the pit bridge, over the Leamside railway line, stands a large brick
building which has inscribed on a stoneplaque in its wall "Voodbine House
1888". It is remembered by Wardleyites as the FPost Office and paper shop,
which it was from 1911 till 1939. John Wraith, who's family for four
generations have worked at Wardley Colliery Post Office, tells me it was
originally built as a public house and it has since been discovered that it
was indeed the short lived "Colliery Inn" who's Landlord in 1894 was
Villiam Gilchrist. WVardley's other pubs, the WVhite Mare Pool, "The Green"
pub and restaurant is now on the site, and the Railway Hotel were well
known to later day ex pitmen.

Over 600 people attended when the Reverend Jas. Steel opened the two story
¥iners Hall and Reading Room in August 1889. The building was burned down
in January 1938 and was rebuilt the following year as a single floored
welfare hall and has only recently been completely demolished.
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Morgan Robinson, the sinker and under-manager of Wardley pit for 17 years
died in 1888 aged 73 years. He had been a pitman from a boy and saw the
first ten ton of coal brought to the surface which rose to 1,200 tons a
day. He and his wife were held in high regard by the colliery people who
erected at High Usworth cemetery a headstone to his wife Ann with the
inscription “This monument was erected by the workmen of Wardley Colliery
and other friends as a token of their esteem for her, and also to record
their great regard and sincere sympathy for her bereaved husband" The
inscription say's of Morgan hat he was "For 17 years viewer of Wardley
Colliery, much and deservedly respected".

In 1905 a deputation of miners attended a meeting of Felling U.D.C. to
object to the conditions they lived in; smokey chimney's, insufficilent
accomodation and insanitary conditions. The threat of council closing
orders by the local medical officer on the houses resulted in the owners
(John Bowes and Partners) building a kitchen on the back of the homes in
Vaggonway Street, leading the water tapes inside the houses and an
improvement to roads and approached to the school.

It was at this time that Wardley Rovers Cycling Club had its headquarters
at "Voodbine House", there was a cricket club with a wooden pavilion on the
Vardley Lane ground and two football teams, Vardley Athletic and Wardley
United. The Vardley branch of St. Johns Ambulance Association had a
thriving uniform section, which was encouraged by the colliery management,
and the Independant Order of Rachabites had an active childrens group
called "The Hope of Vardley".

The sinking of nearby Follonsby Colliery started in 1908 and the pit was in
operation by June 1912. Sadly, Wardley had closed on 30th December,
stunning the local comminity which depended on it for a living. Luckily,
many were to find work six months later at Follonsby which in later years
became known as Vardley No.l pit.

There is an inscription on the Methodist Chapel organ in Thorn Avenue which
is a dedication to the 37 men....., "of this Church and village who fell and
served in the Great Var 1914-1918". They included Richard Harker, Thomas
Laing and George Dale, surnames which would be recognised around the
Vardley area today.

About 1912, George Harvey arrived at Wardley from Pelton Fell and quickley
became the checkweighman and union representitive of the workmen. He was an
ardent supporter of the 1917 Russian revolution and, I am told, upstairs in
the Miners Hall the walls were decorated in classical revolutionary
socialist murals. It was upon Harvey's and the Lodges suggestion in 1922
that May Day in the area would be celebrated with processions and meetings.
A radical figure of the time, the communist M.P. for North Battersea, the
Indian Shapurji Saklatvala, was invited to speak at one of their open air
public meetings. It was at this time, along with a number of other mining
communities in the area, that Vardley earned the nickname “Little Moscow".

Using scrap from a local shipyard and with what could be salvaged from the
pit yard, an "Ivy Leaf Club" was built after the Great War by the "Vardley
Branch of Discharged and Demobilised Soldiers and Sailors" beside the
school and close to the reservoir. Shortly after it became the British
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Legion. One of its founders was Llewellyn Green and he remained its
secreftary for over 25 years. The Legion moved to "Voodbine House" after the
Post Office moved in 1939 and then again in 1955 to Vardley Hall (known
locally as Falmers Hall).

The Co-operative store was opened in 1922 next to  St. Aidens Chapel, its
manager was Arthur Charlton. Prior to its arrival, Wardley had a fair
number of "house shops" and wooden constructions such as Simpson's in
Reservior Street, Peter Bland's and a fish shop opposite the school, Tommy
Moore's butchers shop, Halliday's chip shop and Arthur Jemma's were at the
bottom of Vaggonway Street. Ashman's fish and chip shop was opposite Fump
Row behind Ellison's shop which Jimmy Ellison has built in 1911, Across the
road near "The Pool" was Sally Youngs sweet shop.

Due to the lack of accomodation for large families it was decided to make
big homes from the back to back houses in Second Street by knocking down
the dividing wall. New accomodation was built in 1922 which was named Ves%
Crescent %o temporarily rehouse the tenants while alterations tcok place.
After this "The Crescent" was conszidered a place where the pit officials
lived.

On the morning of January 5S5th 1938 a fire destroyed the Miners Welfare Hall
and House. Only the furious barking of George and Jean Harvey's two dogs
saved their lives. The building was gutted and all the Lodge books and the
Lenin banner were lost. The banner was one of considerable distinction,
unfurled in 1927 by A.J. Cook, the miners leader,and it bore the portraits
of Lenin, Keir Hardie, James Connolly, A.J.Cook and George Harvey. In
addition Mr. Harvey lost his life time collection of first edition books,
antiques, fossils and what was considered the finest collection of books on
the mining community in the North of England.

Follonsby Colliery closed in October 1938 and the miners leader George
Harvey, his wife Jean, the goats and other pets, moved to a new home at
Castle Street, Fatfield, where George found employment at Harraton
Colliery. He died late one night in the pit office, a fitting end for a
much respected man who had dedicated his life to the welfare of those who
worked and lived in the mining community. He is remembered in Vardley by
Harvey Crescent which runs between Thorn and Cripps Avenue.

Clearance Orders were proposed for much of Wardley in 1936. First, Second,
Third and Reservoir Street and Sunderland Terrace, the odd numbers of
Vaggonway Street (Smokey Row) as well as the ten white cottages at the
Vhite Mare Pool were sheduled for demolition and most were gone by 1939.
The majority of the residents were rehoused close by on new council
estates.

At the beginning of World Var Two Vardley and Follonsby Colleries were re-
opened by the Vashington Coal Company, although old Vardley pit's new lease
of life must have been short lived as it is recorded as being opened again
in 1947.

In 1956, the old Methodist Chapel closed and moved to Thorn Avenue and
Vaggonway Street, still with its dry ash middens, and Quality Terrace were
demolished the following year. The Colliery Band, after having produced
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many excellent performances under the conductorship of Tom Pickering and
Newton Lisgo, was disbanded around 1961. After 81 years of educating the
pit children, Vardley Colliery School taught its last class in 19268 and
Vardley pit closed a year later, followed by Follonsby in 1974,

There are a few of Vardley's old building's which can still be seen.
Vardley Hall (1874),now the British Legion Club, Woodbine House (1888), now
converted into two flats and next to it is Lodge House (1939).Ellisons shop
now stands as a pretty white house at the entrance to Vardley Lane,
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Talks 1. Interview with Bob Young, 52 Hign Lanes Bungalows, 2nd. August 95,

He was born in 1909 in Portland Street, Pelaw, but had lived in the Vhite
Mere Pool Cottages from a young boy.

“One of my teachers was Miss Cowen who taught me raffia (basket weaving). I
used to catch a 1ift on the back of steam waggons going up Palmers Bank.
One day Sgt. Mitchem was at the top of the bank and another at the bottom
and we were caught, someone had been raiding the waggons as they slowly
went up the bank and throwing the coal off and stealing it. Snowdens
Cottage, which was opposite where the Black Bull stands now, was empty and

completely destroyed when a tree fell on it. As a boy I remember going
there with a man to chop the tree up for firewood. Bob (Bagnal) Bainbridge
was a Banksman at the pit, his Mam had a fancy for Dr. Davies. She had a
crimplin machine and always dressed smartly when he was there. Prouds Farm
and the West Pastures were behind Follonsby Colliery. Some of the men in
the Vardley Rovers Cycling Club were Billy Pringle, George Langstaff,
Armstrong and Mr. Hunter who went to Australia and came back. My Uncle,
Jack Harker, was Captain of the Club. Jimmy Nunn lived in Ivy Cottage at
one time (other side of "The Pool") and next door was the blacksmiths shop
and Jimmy would work the bellows when a lad. We lived at No.1 The Pool
Cottages and my Uncle lived next door, Joe Raffle was at Fo.3, Mrs.
Skimmings, Harry Hallidays (who was a poacher), Shorts and Byfields. Taylor
Cowell was a Master Shifter. He would g0 in at night and tidy up everything
ready for the next day shift. Wilkinson's probably had the fish shop before
the Halliday's at the bottom of Vaggonway Street. There was a Drydon in the
Buffs, I was in it myself. Ve also raced pidgeons from Scott's House,
opposite Lawsons Farm back to the Pool bridge. The pit surveyor painted a
white line on the road for us. We used the Railway Hotel as our meeting
place, some of the men were John Gage, Davy Ball, Matt Noble, Ralph
Botcherby and Dick Coulson. Uncle Jack Harker sent to Bristol at one time
for 3 pidgeons but one arrived dead. Mansie Noble was a special constable
during the war and Herbert Ball was the Pit cashier. About 1935/7 the pit
manager came from Vallsend pit. Joe Elliot was manager when the pit closed
in 1938, he was a Vardley man".

Interview Bob Young 20th. March 95.

"I started work at 14% years old at Follonsby pit on the screens, 8% hours
a day, 48 hours a week for 14s. I was told Alfred Palmer came along on
horse back one day and saw Uncle Bobby getting around using his hands (he
had no legs and used to be taken to school in a "barra") and arranged for
him to work in the lamp cabin at the pit, he was there 45 years. The
Vardley womens football team raised £22 at one of their games for the 1935
strikers. My uncle, Dick Harker played for Harts Midlothian about 1907.
During the Great War there was an army training ground up the Leam Road.
Vhen I was about 14 I remember three elephants coming up from South Shields
and were kept overnight in a barn behind the Railway Hotel. They must have
been on the way to a circus in Newcastle. At one time the Pool cottages
came under Houghton-le-Spring. We had to g0 to Boldon if we were out of
work or on strike and wanted relief, The area in front of the Pool used to
be always full of “brakes". A lot of them came down from Peacocks stable at
Vrekenton. There were 10 white cottages at the Pool, we were at Fo.1. All
the horses knew where to come to when they got to the Pool, my Mam had a 3
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gill bottle full of warm water and ginger for them when they were
exhausted. The Fell used to belong to a man called Arthur Brundle. My
brother Dick (he became manager of Carlisle United) and me learned to play
football down at “Spuggies Bridge" near Fellgate Farm. I kept him going but
I got kicked by a cow on Amos's farm in the knee when I was trying to milk
it. I was never right after that. At the bottom of the street was a road
that went to Liddle's farm, he turned out to be nasty. Charlie Gillesbie
had the farm beside the Black Bull and his brother Billy had the one beside
Follonby pit. Jack Gillesbie had another one down Sunderland Road. Scotts
House used to have a field full of tents during the war. When Uncle Dick
came back from playing football in Scotland he looked a real gentleman.
About that time six Vardley and Newcastle lads would not sign for
Newcastle, even the trainer Peter McVilliams went away to Middlesbrough.
The six lads went onto form Crystal Palace football Club. The last time I
saw my Uncle Dick he was marching up the Leam Road from the pub to the army
training grounds at the top. At Gingling Gate there were people called
Vilkin and Chambers. I married a VWardley girl called Short. The family were
good cricketers, especially Ted and Bill. Vhen I was on the screens at the
pit at 14s a week, the coal hewers wage was 6s 6%p a day but they never
made more than 8s a shift. Wardley was called "Little Moscow" and in the
miners hall were big pictures of Russian's, Lenin and so on. At one time
there was hellon about it, some did'nt like it - too much Russian! At one
time my Uncle Jack Harker was Chairman of the Lodge before Harvey and the
others came in. The early football team was nick named the Vardley Bone
Eaters, they were the Vardley Blue Star football team and Uncle Jack was
the captain. Vardley had a crack cycling time and they all had Rover bikes
and Uncle Jack was in that as well. He was Chairman of the Lodge when
Vardley closed in 1911. He and the union lads were blacklisted and he had
to move to Easington. At the back of Pump Row was an open stream from the
golf field over the road. 0ld Edwards had a railway carriage in the
allotments opposite Sunderland Terrace that he lived in. Me and Billy Short
drew moe coal in a day than anyone else there. That record will still be
kept at Milburn House down on the Quayside. There was a time when Follonsby
cage was damaged and the men had to come from the Baumont seam up 15
flights of ladders and walk a mile through the old pit. Billy Denny was a
blacksmith at the pit. He was painting near the shaft one day and had to
throw himself backover to get out the way of a tub but he broke his skull.l
was finished at the pit in 1938 when 1200 men and boys were told they were
out of work. Some of the seams were only 19inches. If you were a fat bloke
you had to get a change. It got that mow you had to bend your banjo's
(shovels) to get them in. All the soldiers used to come frm Scotts House to
Elijah Ashmans fish and chip shop behind Ellison's. Billy Brown who played
for Middlesbrough for 18 years used to play football with me, he died up at
Stanningtn some time back.. He married a girl called Ena Patterson who
lived at the top of Vaggonway Street. There was somebody called Vilkinson
at “The Pool" at one time and they had a fish shop in an old army hut near
Amos's farm. Jack Smith used to play for Vardley. His mam and dad used to
be fruiters down the High Street. Vhen we lived in 14 Vaggonway Street I
used to go to Frances Brown's in First Street for planc lessons, she was
only 14 but my teacher.. Her dad was an engine driverbut died of
meningitis. Mrs Vells came to Vardley school when she was 12 and had a
sister. Ve saw them coming through the school gates, her dad was the new
school caretaker (He was caretaker for 30 years and retired in 1948)"
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THE NEW CONNECTION CHAPEL AND ST. AIDAN'S CHURCH

Methodism flourished among the 19th Century mining communities and Wardley
was nc exception with two Methodist denominations.

New Connection Methodists were in Wardley at it's inception in 1871. Thomas
Hunter joined that year at 16 years of age when he lived at Wardley. The
congregation grew as the streets of houses were build to accommodate the
increasing population, as did it's need for chapel premises. By the late
1870's the pit manager and agent, Alfred Palmer, allowed 12 Second Street
(then known as 12 Double Row West) to be used for this purpose. The Felling
Gazette wrote on Nov. 26th 1880 that they "..... have lately been holding
revival services which have been conducted for three weeks by a young lady
named Miss Saddle of Dunston, a singing evangelist. The attendance has been
large and the room hetherto used as a place of worship has been entirely
inadequate to the demand made upon it. A deputation was appointed to wait
upon Mr. Alfred S.Palmer requesting him to give them permission to make use
of the upper rooms as a gallery, as the place occupied is the property of
the firm and they have kindly allowed the society to use it as a chapel.

Mr. Palmer agreed". The houses were back to back premises and it can be
assumed that the partition wall between the two rows of houses was knocked
down and the enlarged downstairs room used to seat the congregation.

In August 1880, Mr.Nicholas Greener officiated as chairman of a meeting
held in the preaching room to a very large and appreciative audience to
"revive the old Good Templar Lodge, and so far the efforts made by the
friends of temperance bid fair to become successful". A few days earlier,
at an evening meeting, officers were appointed for the Wardley "City of
Refuge" Independent Order of Good Templars and the following officers were
elected : Joseph Hopper, Sister M. Watson, M Fergusan, M. Greener, J.Morton,
W. Watson, Sister A.Watson, L.Welch and John Grey.

During a successful tea and entertainment concert at the chapel in December
1880, a presentation of a “cork" leg was made to an unfortunate
Mr.J.Errington who had lost a limb, He said it was a great improvement on
the ordinary wood "peg" as he had already had the opportunity to wear it
for a few day's and that it was proving a faithful friend and thanked the
people of Wardley for it. He added that "If he was never able to give a
munificient gift, he would always be ready to do all in his power to
further any object for the welfare of the inhabitants of Wardley". On New
Year's Eve a supper was held at the chapel with a watch service afterwards.

They also had regular outing and in July 1888 they had a day trip to
Tynemouth, leaving Bill Quay boat landing at 10 am.

By 1891 the chapel no longer used 12 Second Street, it had reverted back to
a family home and was occupied by Joseph and Isabella Atkinson and their
six children. Probably not much later than this the new chapel premises was
built near the Miners Welfare Hall. It became known as the "tin chapel" as
much of it was made of corrugated sheets. The back end of it was mainly
brickwork and, although it chapel and church day's had long since ended, the
building lasted until about the late 1960's.



Born at Windy Nook in 1834, Robert H.Clayton worked and lived at Wardley
Colliery and was a regular attender at the chapel. He had become widely
known and respected as a"bone-setter" in the area. He left the pits in
1877/8 to take it up as a profession. He also "....help to establish a
timber trade business of considerable dimensions and had erected a good
many houses at Windy Nook and elsewhere for working class tenants. His new
home was in Durham Road, near Low Fell". He regularly treat Wardley's aged
and permanently disabled miners and their wives to outings. In August 1907,
85 people were invited to a treat and the tickets were distributed by Mr.
Thomas Hunter and Mr. Thomas Griffiths. The chapel was later to be known as
the "Robert Clayton Memorial Chapel" in his memory.

In 1907 three of the smaller Methodist groups, Bible Christians, United
Methodist Free Churches and the New Connection, came together as the United
Methodist Church. Wardley's congregation joined the United Methodists.

Thomas Hunter died in October 1912 aged 57 years. He was born at South
Shields but moved to Wardley in 1871. He was for 29 years a deputy overman
at the pit. His death caused a vacancy at the U.M Chapel where he held the
position on society steward, Supt. of the Sunday School, choir master and
organist.

At the anniversary service held in June 1915 at the Clayton Memorial
Methodist Chapel, Mr.Robert West conducted the singing, whilst Mrs. Moore
and Miss Smailes accompanied at the harmonium. Solo's were also rendered by
Miss Hilton, Miss Moore, Mrs. West and Miss Glendinning. On the 22nd July
Edith Glendinning who lived in Second Street passed away after a brief
illness and the U.M. Chapel "....lost a sincere and devout worker. Floral
tributes were from the Sunday School and friends Mr. and Mrs. Noble and
family, Wardley Cricket Club, Mrs.Foster and family and many others.

Before 1919, the chapel had closed and the building had become St. Aidan's
Mission under the guardianship of St. Mary's Church at Heworth and it's
minister the Rev. C.L.Gwilliams. He also set up "Mission's" at Bill Quay
(St. Oswalds) and High Heworth (St. Cuthberts).

In 1922, the curate in charge of Wardley and Bill Quay was the Rev.A.Friend
of 7 Dene Gardens, Bill Quay, and the Churchwardens were Mr.Guy (who was
the Colliery manager) of Manor House, Mr.Ed. Stout, 14 the Square (which
was also known as Pump Row) and Mr.Mordue of Follonsby. Other St. Aidan
stalwards were Mr.Charlton of The Square, Mr.Batchelor,2 Quality Terrace,
Mrs. Bland, 26 First Street, Mrs.Plews, 64 Reservoir Street, Mr. and Mrs.
Stout, 14 The Square, Miss Wise, 8 Follonsby Terrace, Mrs.Wallace, 45
Reservior Street, Mr.Potts, Laverick Hall Gardens, Mr.Nicholson, 32
Watermill Lane and Mr.Robert Wray Smith, D.C.M., 6 Quality Terrace. The
church organist was Miss Ramshaw of 1 Richmond Terrace, Felling.
Distributors of the church magazine were Mr.T. and Miss A.Barry, 37 Second
Street and Mrs. Armstrong of 31 Waggonway Street.

Robert Wray Smith D.C.M. was born in Reservoir Street in 1876 and was a man
of some distinction. His father, Thomas, had passed away when he was a
young boy and was reputed to be the only man to fall 90 fathoms down the
pit shaft into water and live to tell the tale. Few people in our district
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appear to know that he was one of the founders of the Scout Movement. In
1916 Colonel R.S.Baden Powell wrote to Mr. Smith congratulating him on his
military successes and thanking him for what he had done in the early day's
of the Scout Movement, when he had formed a troup of boys with the title
B.P. Guides. On another occasion he wrote "I am glad to think that when shut
up in Mafeking, someone in England was thinking along the same lines as
myself for the boy's of England". That “someone" was Robert Wray Smith.
When 9 or 10 years of age he was raised in Canada by his Uncle of the same
name, the Rev. Robert Wray Smith, a Wesleyan Methodist preacher. He trained
for the Methodist ministry himself but did not continue that career and
returned home in 1896, After a short time in Woodskinners shipyard at Bill
Quay he again in 1900 returned with a group of miners to the coal fields of
Virginia, USA. He did not settle and came back to the ship yards. He had
always wanted to be a doctor and began to study and practice First Aid.
It's here he found his true vocation and he obtained all the certificates
and distinctions St. Johns Ambulance Brigade could award him. When war was
declared on July 4th. 1914 he volunteered his services and after 4 years had
been promoted to company Sargeant-Major and was awarded medals for
Distinguished Conduct in the Field and the Military Medal for conspicious
gallantry and devotion to wounded men while under fire. After the war he
found employment in charge of the First Ald post established at Follonsby
pit and lived at 1 West Crescent where he erected a large flag pole in the
garden and flew the Union Jack on special occasions. He also represented
the Wardley people as a Progressive between 1931-33 on Durham County
Council,

In St. Aidan's latter years, it's only use was for meeting rooms for the
Boy Scouts organised by Bobby Tennent, Ronnie Luke and other Wardley boys
and the Girl Guides with Mrs. Moreham from Bevan Gardens.

The building was demolished about the late 1960' s.

THE PRIMITVE METHODIST CHAPEL

Primitive Methodism originated n Staffordshire in 1807/8 and spread
rapidly, especially in Northern England among the poorer classes. In
Wardley, services were performed before the building of the Chapel and
Christmastide 1881 was observed by Wardley's Primitive Methodists with "a
Saturday tea in the school room. Tables were presided over by Miss Lovely,
Robson, Hoy's and Vasey. A Christmas sale raised £3 10s. There was also a
midnight service “at which a very regrettable incident occurred. The
congregation were startled by a smashing by one of the panes of glass and
on Mr. Clayton, bone-setter, going to learn the causes, he was attacked by
2 unknown men who dealt with him rather severely. The ruffians got away".

An amiable relationship existed between the two Methodist denominations. On
a Sunday afternoon in July 1882, teachers and children of the Primitive
Methodist's and New Connection Sunday School's, numbering upward of 400,
walked in procession through Wardley to Wardley Hall where they were
entertained by Mrs. A. S. Palmer. They were conducted by Messers Mathew Short
and A.Lamb.
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A site for the new Primitive Mehodist Chapel was chosen near Wardley
Infant School and the foundation stone was laid one Monday afternoon in
April 1884. At 1.30 pm, the members, friends and singers assembled at the
colliery office and marched singing through the principle streets. A large
number of people had assembled when they arrived at the place where the
Chapel was to be built. The meeting chairman was the Rev.J.Taylor of South
Shields. In the absence of Mrs. A.S. Palmer, the laying of the foundation
stone was performed by Miss Curry of Usworth., Corner stones were laid by
Miss Robinson and Mr. S. H. Hedley of Wardley and Mr. Coverdale of Felling. At
the close of the ceremony a tea was held in a spacious marque in the Board
school yard at which a large number sat down. Tables were given by Messers
Wraith, Soloman, Vasey, Robson, Short, Stephenson, Brown, Thompson,
Greenwell, Askine and Edwards.

The opening service was held on a Saturday early in August 1884. It was a
neat, well light building, accommodating 250 persons. In the evening a
public meeting was held which raised £22 for the building fund.

Like other Chapels, regular outing's were arranged. In June 1888, a trip to
South Shields took place, leaving Bill Quay boat landing at 9 am prompt.

During August and September 1907, Mr. Knott, the building contractor of
Pelaw, did extensive alterations and renovations to the Chapel. Mrs.G. Harle
of Wardley re-opened the building at the dedication service.

The Chapel at this time had a well attended "Married Peoples Choir". Some
of its members were Mr.George Harle, Mrs.W. Winlow, Mrs.M Brown, Mr.Thomas
Davis and Mr.W.M Winlow the conductor. The choir gave a service of song
entitled "Old Davie" on Saturday, May 8th 1909 and afterwards had a "Faith
Supper". The tables were attended by Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Short and Misses
C.Baldry, M A.Hardy, B.Barker and E.Stirling. The proceeds were in aid of
Church funds. A cantata entitled “The Little old Lady who lived in a Shoe"
was given in the Miners Hall on December 13th. Miss Elizabeth Ellison and
Mrs. Charlotte Baldry were responsible for the production. Eliz. Ellison
(Dame Durdan) sang “Someones Child" and Dora Bell "Give me a ticket to
Heaven".

A "Woman's Own" was formed this year and at it's first anniversary on
Saturday Nov. 25th 1910, an excellent tea was provided. In the afternoon
solo's were given by Miss Baldry and Miss Robson and duets by Miss Shields
and Mrs Burn, Mrs. Clough and Mrs. Davis and a reading by Mrs. Charlton.

At the meeting on August 28th, 1915, of the Juvenile District Council of
the Independent Order of Rachabites held at Prince Concert Road Church,
Gateshead,, the "Hope of Wardley" Juvenile tent won the Challenge Shield
for the longest increase in 6 months, an increase of 128 members.

The Chapel organ was made by Nelson and Company of Durham and was
originally operated by bellows. It commemorates Wardley's men who died in
World War One, Affixed on a brass plaque is the inscription “To the Glory
of God and in memory of the menof this Church and Village who fell and
served in the Great War 1914-1918"., Listed are the names of :

Frederick Knaggs Thomas Brown



John Kennedy
Thomas Lowe
Thomas Laing
Joseph McGrowther
Robert Moore

John Knee

William Pace
Ernest Priest
John H. Ramsey
James Richardson
James B. Sheffer
Thomas Sheffer
Frederick Stanners
James Stavers
William Thompson
Edward Thompson
Thomas W. Wilson

Wilfred Boynes
Luke Chapman
John Carlow
Robert Clough
John Cowen
William Dunnett
John Dixon

David Davidson
George Plews
George Dale
Thomas Davidson
John Etherington
William Felton
Frank Foster
Joseph Foster
Robert Foster
Richard Harker
John H. Houldsworth

Another two smaller plaques acknowledge the work of Mrs J.Burn for services
rendered and William Davis for 40 years devoted service as organist and
choirmaster, October 1943,

Considerable damage was caused by fire to the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Dickenson who lived behind the Chapel at 6 Reservoir Street on May 3rd
1930. The Chapel members decided to make a house to house collection in the
village to help sustain the loss which raised £16 10s O%d. Felling Male
Voice Choir also gave a concert which brought the total to £20 13s 9%d for
which the family expressed sincere thanks to all those who assisted in
their distress.

In 7 weeks St. Oswalds Mission Hall, close to Davidson's Farm and adjoining
Bill Quay school, was pulled down and built up again next to the Methodist
Chapel at Wardley. All the work was voluntary. Deputies, waggonway men,
shifters, hewers, putters, bricklayers, clerks, winding engineers, shipyard
painters, night watchmen and retired men undertook the task. It was opened
on October 15th 1932 and would comfortably seat 250 people. In the evening,
musical items waere given by the choir under the conductorship of Mr.
William Davis and by the Wardley Male Voice Choir under the conductorship
of W.F.Foster. The new Church Hall was bigger than the Chapel and was to be
used as a Sunday School, for tea's, socials etc.

Some of the more active Chapel members immediately put the Hall to use.
Tangles, an operetta, was performed there for 5 nights on Nov. 7-11th. The
players were Mr.J.Wilkinson (King of Lollipopland), Mr.E. Barker (Prince
Faithful), Miss Doris Brown (Princess Pansy), Miss N. Houldsworth (Dame
Mouldy), Mr.G.Preston (Lord Humbug), other players were H.Taylor, J.Burn,
F.Wilkinson, T.Michael, Miss M Bell, Mr.G.Preston, Mr.J.Michael, and
Mrs.F.Burn. There were well attended concerts performed, another was a
production the following November 7th of the opera "Les Cloche de
Corneville" (the Church of Corneville). Principle performers were Miss
Doris Slowther, Tom Michael, Miss D.Brown and Harry Taylor.
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One of the worlds biggest parishes in 1935 was Alice Springs in Australia.
It's Methodist Minister was the Rev. Henry Griffiths who was formally a
fireman at Wardley Colliery. Another great loss for the Chapel was the
passing of Miss Jenny Barker after a brief illness in December 1937. Held
in high regard, the service was filled to its utmost capacity.

The Chapel held it's 64th "Birthday Party" and social evening on April 10th
1948, At the concert, the choir rendered solo and choral items and then the
youth club lads started with a couple of sketches on the theme of “Have a
Go". The youth club performance came to an end with a marvellous
performance display of ballet dancing by the Wardley "Corps de Ballett™!
Over £28 was raised for Chapel funds.

By February 1950 the Wardley Chapel was looking for an alternative site.
The Felling Clerk submitted a communication to the town council from the
Rev. Albert Wilson and the Secretary of the Trustee's stating that they
were "anxious to secure a site for the erection of a new Church premises
within the present Wardley housing area or adjacent thereto so that
Methodism might continue to serve the people of Wardley. The Church
premises were now so remote from the people.....from a casual survey of the
area it appeared that there was a vacant space near the bungalows (at Thorn
Avenue) which might be possibly and usefully used".

The application was successful and the new Church held it's stone laying
day on the 7th April 1956, Stones were laid by James Hapwood (York), David
Stubbs (Jarrow) and Wardley's Edward Short. Hymns were sung and Lord Lawson
of Beamish presided at the ceremony. The last service at the old Chapel was
held on Sunday 2nd September, the Morning Service was conducted by
Mr.J.White and the Evening Service by Mr.J.F,Fairless. Among the
congregation were Ted Short and his son Emmerson, Jim Clark, Maggie Baldry,
Grace and Billy Trotter. The new Chapel was opened on September 8th, 1956
by the Rev.J.W. Soulsby.
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Newcastle Weekly Chronicle. Saturday March 14

Our Colliery Villages

LXVII - Wardley

It is possible - and on several accounts desirable - to get to Wardley without troubling the
N.E. Railway, but if the rail route be adopted it will be necessary to observe extraordinary
caution in passing from the Pelaw Station, to the colliery village. Expresses to and from
Sunderland, Shields, and York, mineral or other trains to and from everywhere - notto
mention occasional engines scampering up and down the several lines, apparently in training
for a running match, cross and re-cross the pathway to the village at all hours of the day. Once
over the network of iron, however, the road is tolerably good for pedestrians, and easy to find
- for the good reason that there is no other thereabouts. Travellers by any of the lines
mentioned would never guess that a great and populous village was so close to them, because
the lines run in cuttings hereabouts. A walk of a few minutes reveals an extensive collection
of pit rows of no very attractive exterior, and a huge double-shafted, double-engined,
double-boilered and double-chimnied pit heap.

Proceeding in the first place to the massive buildings of the colliery itself, we a struck with the
evidence of recent extension, still in complete. Little more than a dozen years ago, when the
pit was the property of Mr George Elliot, only the Bensham seam was worked, but since the
pit passed into the hands of Messrs. John Bowes and Partners, the Hutton seam has been
opened out, at a depth of two hundred and seventy-five fathoms. The excellence of the coal
obtained for gas-making purposes has won for it a ready market and an incessant demand.
The inexperienced stranger would hardly imagine this from a superficial glance at the
tremendous hill of shining black diamonds projecting from the shaft of the Hutton seam. But
closer inspection would show him that this brilliant mineral is not coal, but jet. Perhaps very
little if any of it can be regarded as up to the Whitby standard, though some pieces presented a
fracture as smooth and radiant as glass. It is fuel, and in these days of fuel-famine this rubbish
sells at three half-crowns for a small cart. It burns, to be sure, but it leaves cinders as big as
itself, and twice as hard. Of the really good coal, there is little enough to be seen, except while
in transit from cage to waggon. If we might hazard a criticism, founded upon a comparison
with other establishments belonging to the same distinguished firm, we should say that the
platform on to which the coals are delivered on reaching bank is neither so large as it ought to
be, nor so well arranged as it might be. But, alas, we have learned by humbling experience that
there is some very sufficient, if not very obvious, justification for what strike us as faults in
colliery management. Possibly this humbling experience may follow up when we come to the
dwellings provided for the six hundred and thirty two people employed on this great pit.

The old main line of the North-Eastern Railway divides the village into two parts. Two
bridges furnish communication between them; one purposely and exclusively - the other with a
view to the accommodation of persons proceeding from the further village to the railway
station, in the division nearest to the pit are to be found the nearest buildings- indeed, at least
one long row is still incomplete. The row running parallel with the railway and facing it is
apparently made up of substantial houses, but being build of unselected stone and roughly
finished in the matter of plaster, it has a sordid appearance which would pass well enough for
old age and decay. There is no spouting along the front, and this serious lack allows the rain,
charged with abominable fumes from the Felling, to work its own not very sweet will on the
outer coating of the fabric. It is not the venerable and poetic moss of pure dampness, but a
base fungus of an over the face of the comparatively new building. Inquiring for the garden
plots, so usual in country colliery groups, our attention was directed to the fine, far- stretching
swamp between this row and the railway. This spacious area bears manifold traces of some
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disastrous bomb-sight explosion, or some natural convulsion in bygone ages. Partially
fossilised cats, macerated dogs, cabbage stalks (both headless and heartless) ,bricks, stones,
little puddles of mortar, and big eyesore ones filled with stagnant water, taken together, do not
present a spectacle on which either peer or pitman could gaze with unmingled satisfaction and
delight. Still the houses themselves are of a good sort, and having all necessary conveniences
within a yard wall, and the yard being a fair size, it makes a visitor wonder much why
proprietors capable of entertaining such large hearted designs for the comfort of their
workpeople should be so remiss in carrying out those designs to a decent conclusion. Perhaps
when they have finished the houses in course of erection they will give orders for the cleaning
away of the unsightly rubbish which now disfigures their property , and devote also some
much needed attention to one or two matters not generally in these days set down as
secondary. For example , the lonnen between the two rows running parallel with the railway is
so ruffed and lumbered that a passage for carts or for the "poor feet" of ordinary mortals is by
no means so smoothed or so agreeable as it might be. In fact , these rows stand on ground
which is so imperfectly drained that it would be pretty near the mark to describe it as
undrained . Many of the houses are exceedingly damp, and even those concerning with no
special complaint is heard look mouldy. But faulty as this part of the village undoubtedly is,
we regret to say that it is a modified Paradise compared with the other half over the railway .
As we pass along to this "dismal swamp" we notice a short row as neat{ and clean as school
children on Easter Sunday. True, even this nice row-close to the pit an running east and ¥
west-has no garden ground, as it easily might have; but the houses look and are so good that
we could only suppose that they were intended to be by and by. If such is the fact - if this ' N
little model row is indeed the standard the rest are to work up to, there is a precious lot of G«*’\Wk"k) e
lea-way to make up, and it is high time South Wardley made a start in this direction.

Soon after crossing the railway we find that we have to slide down a squashy bank to get to
the level of the houses. Here are many pools of exceedingly doubtful contents; and of this be
so at a period unexampled drought, we can readily believe that for a considerable distance
those who have occasion to pass from the colliery to the house must often have to wade
through two feet of water, and if the water were clean it would not so much matter ,but this in
the nature of twigs is impossible. Looking southwards along a side of the land which skirts
the back of a cross-row, we observe a highly objectionable ditch . It is strange to say a positive
boon to the people living in this row, they have neither back windows , back doors, nor a
through ventilation of any kind . But the families living in the long rows-more than a hundred
of them-are not so fortunate. They have an aggregation of troubles. Each house has its privy
or rather each couple of houses has a pair of privies, with an ashpit for every for houses; but
these are arranged midway between the two rows, and do not constitute a very edifying or
refreshing substitute for gardens. Nor are as easily approached as such places ought to be, if
cleanly and decent habits are to be fostered. Right athwart the approach runs an open saver
inches wide, full of reeking filth, of the consistency of thick gruel or thin porridge . There is a
theoretic outfall for this abomination at its eastern extremity, but practically there is seldom
any outlet for the water, and its for the filthy sediment, it may be supposed that when a good
rain fall happens it spreads all over the neighbourhood in readiness for such fermentation as
bright sunshine can effect. Here again the dwellings are good, with only the serious drawback
with having no back door, and no through ventilation. Until the sewer is rectified, however, it
is perhaps a mercy that the putrid vapours cannot well get a free passage into every cranny of
the dwellings on each side of it. Getting out of this long lane at its western termination, we
bend our steps a short distance southward, as if intending to visit the White Mere Pool- an
ancient village to white the Wardley ites are under the necessity of resorting when pressed



with a need of desire for immediate alcoholics refreshments, there being no institution for the
dispensing of such refreshments in the colliery village proper. This is an excellent thing-at
least it would be so if there were any water fit for drinking obtainable in the village. We are
now going to visit the sole source of supply for the whole South of Wardley. It stands in the
centre of a very spacious triangle bounded by Smoky Rows, -one of the two rows just alluded
to, and two others of unequal lengths, one of which abuts on the high road to Sunderland..

This great unused area is a veritable waste, howling wilderness, of ever there was one. It is not
much more lively, by reason of two of the rows having their backs turned upon it; nor is it
made more pleasant or more healthy by the third row having its middens and pig styes
scattered up and down. In the centre - in a gentle hollow, to admit of a thorough drainage of
the pig- crays and midden- steads into it stands the village Well. It is big enough for a pit
shaft; and it is said to be deep enough for anything in the mining way, except the Hutton seam.
Across it are laid four big balks of wood, and on this scaffolding rests the pumping machinery.
at which we observed a tiny maiden working painfully and with small results. The well is by no
means covered in. There is on one side a great gap through which a small baby could scramble
down to destruction, and bigger babies occasionally use it for the purpose that may be more
easily imagined than described , using it, of cause, under an erroneous impression as to the
objects of it existence. All things considered, it is absurd to complain- as some of the
discontented ones did to us in no measured terms- that the water is dirty, yellow and full of
sediment, and generally revolting. It would be a miracle if it were otherwise , but it will be a
still greater miracle if something be not done, and that right speedily , to supply the pining
children and sickly- looking parents of the village with water fit to drink and air fit to breathe .
Some excuse may be allowed on the ground of the immense development that has manifestly
taken place , but all this development ought to be regarded as a pledge that as soon as possible
the place to which such large numbers of people have been brought to work shall be made as
healthy and agreeable as the situation of ground admits

At present, if any drinkable water is obtained, it is by sending here and there to the mouths of
field drains; but water that has percolated through well manured soil is by no means sure of
being free from ammonia. We observed a magnificent range of building on the rising ground,
and thought it might be a fever hospital, or a small workhouse, or a sumptuous lunatic asylum,
but on being told that it was intended as the new residence of the manager, we were greatly
comforted, for we felt sure that this was the beginning of better days for Wardley. Masters
first, of course, that's all fair enough, but the men come next.

There was a drill-shed near the pit and when we have mentioned this shed, we have
exhausted the catalogue of the public institutions of Wardley. It is a eminently useful
institution. It serves as a day-school - though it is eminently unsuitable for the purpose. It
serves as a lecture and entertainment hall on week nights: and on Sundays it serves the turn of
two or three sorts of Methodists. The bulk of the people are supposed to go to Heworth
Church, a mile away; but it is doubtful whether many of them go more than three times in their
lives, to be christened, to be married, and to be buried.

Since the above was in type our attention has been called to a report presented to the
Heworth Local Board by its medical officer, Dr. Cresswell
on the state of matters at Wardley. This document confirms every statement we have made in
our account. The language of the faithful and outspoken doctor is stronger than any we have
ventured to use. It appears that the Local Board have been addressed on the subject at least
once before, but as one of them put it, "not wishing to carry matters with a high hand," the
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Board have done next to nothing. Now they have written to the owners peremptorily ordering
them to put the place into a sanitary state, within twenty eight days. If this be not done, the
local authorities must, without further delay, put the village right and charge the owners with
the expense.

J.Bowes collection cottage 3/1874

See also Heworth Local Board 3/1874

Gateshead Observer page 406 3/8/1872

Heworth Ratepayers Association

also 1/6/1878 Heworth Shore meeting. page 203

Newcastle Weekly Chronicle Heworth dispute 1872 (Oct 26)
Our Colliery Villages Heworth? 1874-75?
Felling - -
Springwell March 1874
Usworth, Washington, Thornley (militant)
Chopwell, Marsden, Rowlands Gill,
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WARDLEY SouT FARH , REpR DR NoRTHERN SDE oF FARM
HNousE. PART of THE MEDIEVAL MANOR oF WARDLEY AWD

PeolErT of BRMDUNES THEN ELLISoNS AS LokdS OF THE

WARDLEY Sourt FARM. SoutHeLn FRoNT. on Easrerw GRRLE
IS EVLDENCE oF A LEBULD (NG FRomM OLDER SINGLE -SToLEY
COTTRGE sryLE Hous€. BRICK CHWMNEY LOOKS O®D. STiLL

IN AGRICULTURAL occulAnon) 1998 (MR eogleoD). SATE \S

WiTH N DESGVATED GREAT NoRTH TOLEST AND TREE PLAMLT NG
HAS BEQUN.
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: (A'ﬂ’@)l_é‘{ CoLLIERY ScoolL - R cLASS ARouT LGL0.
INFANTS oPeNeED (81%. TunN(oRS oPENED 18493.

_MoRE GRLS TN Boys . _Proro. K- (A coly)

CLASSY KIDS: These bright young kids are members of a class of
Wardley Colliery Council School, Felling, in 1928
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THLULL

train of empties from Jarrow passing Sunderland Road level crossing.

No.10 with
(collection L.G. Charlton)

Wardley, on 22nd April 1939

-
\ HF PC NTOY » “TOALRH W oY )
> \ J {,i KQ \,‘\) "’Ht/‘jlix < ' AL >
Kaew Y. NOTE END OF
- C Q

WEST (RESCENT - =
C2 \,K‘» > Ct “‘f, LE F'Y’APJQ \.\,"tw“\.- ri».%p\( - OF CT -
PNV T %l 44 KI1G H =T

. S



K, 40N I 3 ."0"'/ -

(g) radio - telephone

With the increasing amount of traffic heing handled on the section lintween
Springwell Bank Foot and Jarrow the N.C.B, decided in 1957 ta equip all
locomatives working from Springwell Bank Faot eshed wilth radin-telrphone
apparatue, This enabled more flexibility in locomotive working nnd meant
that locomotives could be made availahble q\li"'k'_\ if, for instapce, wngons

londed with a certain type of coal and =tored in the marehnlling vard at
Wardley were needed urgently at Jarrow. Ae n reault Pye apparatne wae fitted
to the engines, the receivers heing placed in the cab and the hattery and
aerial being fixed to the front of the engine on fhe off-aide . fiperations
were controlled from the weigh cabin hetween Wardley and Mankton The
apparatus proved very usefunl, but needed constant maintenance., until on some
enginea it failed to function. But with Lhe arrizal of the Finnl bateh of
diesels in 1965 plans were put in hand to re-equip all the Springwell engines
with new apparatus,

A mimilar scheme was not considered neceasary for the locamotives at Marley
Mill as the traffic movements were less complex and locomotive working was= not
required to be so flexible,

(h)

locomotive working

In concluding this chapter, perhaps a few notes on lToromolice sorking on
the Railway during 1965 might be useful. At the weainrrn end four locomotivea
were out during the week. O0f these Area No,2R was the regular
the run between Burnopfield Colliery and the large marshalling vnrd sonth of
Marley Hill Colliery which was opened in 1963, The second of shed's
"Austerities", No,83, worked the section hetween the ynrd and the top of the
Birkheads incline, and also carried out shunting at Hlackhnrn Foll Drift and
at the Birkheads Wagon Painting Shop, the latter only necessary abont once a

locomotive on

the

week. One of the four—coupled engines shunted Burnopfield Colliers, ~hile at
the marshalling yard and at Marley Hill Colliery either %No0.22 or N0.23 lor the
other four-coupled engine) was used. * The lacamotive roster for typical

week in Decemher 1965 may be smeen in Appendix .

The more complicated working from Springwell Rank Fool may heel be deecribed
by an account of an actual journey which can he regarded nes tipienl, On 3rd
December 1965 the author joined Sentinel diesel No.104 at Springsell Nank Foot,
At 11.10am we set off with a load of 36 full wagons, of whirh the first six
were carrying coal from Burnopfield Colliery deefined for Inrrow and the
remainder contained gas blend coal from Kibhlesworth for trentment nt Monkton
Washery, The line rises very slightly after leaving the Bank Foot, hut once
the last wagon had passed over the Jingling Gate level croseing we stopped
in order that the brakes on the first wix wagons might he pinned down, as the
gradient falls all the way from here to Jarrow, Thie job done, we continued
on past the old Wardley landeale depot and over the Sunderland Road crossing
until we reached the south end of the Wardley marshalling ynrd, where we stopped
to detach the last thirty wagons. These were taken intn the charge of the

WK DLE

wagon ehuntere at this end of the vard to be sorted by gravity inte the
various sidinga., Mennwhile we went on to the water tower at the end of the
Folloneby braneh, where we atopped while the driver telephoned from the room

in the hnse (o dhe Wardley control room for instructions, (No.10% was one of
the loeomoticrs an which the roadio—telephbne was out of action,) The result
of thie copvervantinn sas that we were held while No.500 came out of the
Follanahy hyaneh destined for Jarrow with 31 full wagons. When No,500 had

gone we wont into the Follonshy sidings ourselves and attached our mix to 28

more wagone Ihia done we {no set out for Jarrow, passing No.503 ahunting at

.

‘the wonth end of Wonkton Coke Ovens and No,30h parked at the north end, On

arriving at the end nf Monkion Siding, however, we found the signal against
ug, nr "o 300 gne 4o be allowed bto come up from Jarrow bhefore we were (o go down,
Time e crneinl factor, 1t was 11,50am, and at 12 noon the gates at
the Alhett Mand rroasing nre closed to the Railway for fifteen minutes Lo allow
the dinner-time rueh honr rond traffic to travel over unimpeded; longer periods
are in ftoree for the rnsh hours in the morning and evening. Here we were
unlucky, ne Np, 500 did not gel awny from Jarrow until after 12 noon, While
tnoked nt the old Monkton shaft, the top of which can atill he
the seatl of the Railwny at this point; it wna sunk nbout
dnrving the ainking a vaat amount of water was encountered and so

nhandoned,

WNe nnw

we wnited we
geen o Tittle fo
1923, hut
the uhafi

wne

At tnst Na.300 appenred, and with her out of the way we were ahle to
fin pnacing the old slag heap, now being fquarried as hard core for
new Yonked the train to see &n all too familiar sight - a
child from n hunse nenrhy hanging on the last wagon., Trespassing on the Railway
hag hecome warae aipee these particular houses were built, and some people
have taken At last we approached Albert Road crossing, with

the farmer Tnrrow just to the south of it., Once (he last wagon

caont inne

tande, e hnel down

heon to Conrt,

Inndsale depot

.
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Fig.78 - No.10 NI 16628/1005 psssing over Wardley Crossing with a load of

empties from Jarrow, July 1939.
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No.10 with train of gmpties from Jarrow passing Sunderland Road level crossing,
Wardley, on 22nd April 1939 (collection L.G. Ch ar/ron')

Wardley crossing at Sunderland Road on 22" 1938 April just prior to the demolition of the odd
numbers of Waggonway Street near the line. Bob Anderson, the gatekeeper, can be seen at
work. The home of Robert Wray Smith, No. 1 West Crescent, who was the Scout Master, first
aid man and councillor,can be seen with a flag pole in the garden

Sn*;lulhd. Wardiey Colliery. 4543

Jimmy Ellison is standing at the entrance of his shop which was built in 1911. The Ford "Model
T" motor car was driven by his wife Susannah. At the gable end of Sunderland Terrace lived
Elijah Ashman whose fish and chip shop was behind Ellison's. When a boy, Mr Ellison lost an
arm on the Pelaw Main waggonway and died in an explosion in his garage in 1926
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M ENLW THE VISTA THAT OPENT "7~
- Not exactly gay when the whole family w
‘bdd“‘b"t_‘ : ‘AW"V&O'?ﬁ

= ~ 1' : 1"..

: a SOUARE o1/ blaigikened s6il. with-

- few trickles of watr hee and there, - village ii

o A chapel in ofie Gornef, Two or tlifed & coalfields

cets—named , Thir et~ Infaplac

' ,nning" aimlessly off in different direc {8 centres ro,

Some washing on 4 line doing its - people there’,
get dry without getting filthy " hope for. " The,
again. This is 4 mining village. [ *are asking wil
Walk along the broken; muddy roads. . tolerable, sbut: wi
_As they get worse and you cross the railwa I'he school, to w
line, jumping for the dry bits in between adged unwillifigly,
the puddies, you look out ovef'a few maddy = and amasement ‘as
fields—or what will be fields when sumfner It * is {  imniensely”
comes againn, That is the countryside, parerits—who ' often
Back in the village you go into the !selv¥es—and - of * schoo
houses, Most of them. were built about | patience: and “ingenuity
sixty years ago. 'Many of them have no . that the children in suc
running water aidd no bathrooms, There = lively and interested, and S
are lavatories, of a sort, out in the and‘ Land warmclothing as they @,
The men, if they were working, would ‘;,fohrteen or fifteen boysiin t

¢ of the vﬂlago

working in, the pit. At present anything <=t
up to 70 per cent. of them are unempl : 28(,'-0,0

vk in the mines.. J§ ..
hirs a”dayeibnt of which th
owed. mmu&g’ meal-times. !

What is the pame

. ' |

! They work mostly e
L 4s. 5d. a~tieek '
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GETTLNG HIS LAMP
At the age of fourteen the boy starts work.

‘of fifteen are pald about 2s. 3d. a shift.
“Teess deductions, their wages work out at
‘about | 12s. 'a - week, increasing «a few
'pence a day utitil they reach the age of
twenty-one dnd’are entitled to full pay.
Wi this country, though the school-
ving age will shortly be raised to fifteen,
thousands of boys of fourteen and fifteen
at present “work underground. This is not
[ thd case'inia great many foreign countries.
“France, Russia, Turkey, Greece, Peru,
oland} Bdlgaha, Chile,* Cuba, Pqthnnm

His pay for ¥ y
', an 84-hour day works out at about 12s. a week.

U.S.f no boy of less than eighteen may be
sent below ground. In another large group
of countries, which includes Germany,
Italy, Japan and one or two countries
.usually regarded as backward in social
legislation the age limit is sixteen,

The pictures on these pages were taken
by a special WEEKLY JLLUSTRATED camera-
man living for several days in one of the
mining areas of County Durham, They

+ have a particular topical interest in view of

" the efforts now being made to secure an

improvement in wages for the miners,

PLAYGROUND FOR CHILDREN

There’s not much voom in the home where Mother's busy workmg—-—the street. 1s their park and

playing-field.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL . THEIR DANCE HALL
Al he chidren go to Sundey, schol Sunay <000 & Dancing i ey poplatuich che younger men nd
“’ yhen recreation grounds, Institutesand soonare all closed. ’ srofitc are Hiven 4 aolgisgt':sss%znlgfn' The
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THREE GENERATIONS AT WHIST - it 7

'is still a favourite game, and whist drives‘common. The older man at the ead, &
table did 64 years in the pit—from the age of 8 to 72. He is now 83. Playing ith Rim are
®his son and grandson. ., |
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er was hardly

complete withoufiiiswhippet. Now
there are few oﬁ"i em to be seen.
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WATCHING UNDER COVER

It was a cold day andf,qi‘@;;were glad of any

shélter. The field was.a stretch of scaking

wet soil. Welfare schemes supported by

most of the collieries have made it possible

for many teams to acquire grounds of
their own.

® SPRING
OUTING —
this picture of
the Wardley
Colliery
Methodist
Church Choir
was taken in a
trip to
Scarborough
in May 1937.
It was sent in
by Ida Temple,
of Eastfields,
Stanley, Co
Durham.
Send your old
photos to
Opinions now.



. . VILEAGE CRIER
Th_ere was a time when miners were heavy No bell, bugsa rattle—with it he
drinkers. Now the pub is a meeting and rouses the people when there is
talking-place as much as a drmkmg-p.lace. any special news—which isn't clan.
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: “...THE OLD VILLAGE CHOIR” :; ﬂ 773/
= the chapel—and they can sing, too. All forms of communa! activity are ighly
developed in mining villages. Working together has taught them how to amuse themselves
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THOUSANDS of Tyneside
commuters regularly pass the
Black Bull at Wardley, which
stands in an imposin
gosltion high above the

elling by-pass, but how
many of them have ever
actually called in to see what
it offers?

Well, the Black Bull may have to
look to its laurels, because on

closer inspection a lot of thin
need look?ng at. o

It is a big pub in every sense of the
word. There are two enormous rooms
on the ground floor, a bar and a lounge,
with a first floor restaurant,

The menu included go;d 61;1 favourites
such as steak and kidney pie (£2.25), toad
in the hole (£1.95)

liver and onions (£1.75) and mince and

onions at £1,75. b
| The steak and kidney pie, served with
chips and carrots or Peas, was a man-size
lateful, but the beef ¢ was one of the
landest I have ever tasted - definitely in
need of an extra shake or two of curry
powder.

The bar staff, even though one of them
tried to drown me with orange juice - an
accident for which she apologised most
profusely - were excellent, and went out
of their way to make everyone welcome.

And similar can also be said for the
meals staff, whose friendly approach - -
made ordering a meal a pleasure.

The Black Bull obviously caters for a
large number of local people from
neighbouring estates, including Leam
Lane and Wardley Park, and offers
Newcastle Scotch at 96{) a pint, Exhibition
at 98p and lager over £1,

Tie Brack Burr on Tue CoRER oF LinGet LANE
A TPk Ropd House  THPE OF PuB. Ir whAS A

Re - hocATion B VELXASTLE BREWELIES oF M OLD (mN
oN Tug Low LANE PEAR HEWo2TH SHoRE , oF Wihurt
Tue Leudox Fariy WERE LonC LANDLORDS -
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'WARDLEY COLLIERY SILVER'BAND

BACK ROW—

A. CULLEN : E. LANGSTON : N. LISGO: M. FENWICK : S. ROBSON : W, MARTINDALE : T. LISGO: G: GAGE, G. REID : H. WHITTLE: T. STEARMAN : H. CUSACK: J. LAMB.
(Treasurer).

\LDLE ROW—

Mr. McCABE: WL COXON: H

. WHITTLE: R. HUDSON : W. CARLAW : R. DINNING: J. FORD: J. ROBINSON : W. COOPER: W, CAVANAGH: R. B. SWAILES: Mr, HENDERSON
(Lodge Treasurer).

(Lodge Chairman).
FRONT ROW—

L. CUMMING : W. H. CUSACK: Mr. HARRISON : Mr. PRESTON: Mr. RUSHFORD : N. LISGO: Mr. LUDKIN : Mr. JOYCE: Mr, BUCKLEY: J. DIXON: R. CULLEN,
(Secretary). (Vice-President).  (Vice-President). (President). (Conductor). (Vice-Presideat). (Lodge Secretary).  (Vice-President). (Chairman),
G. CUSACK. R. JOHNSON. -
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The *Hope of Wardley’

One of the members of Felling Local History
Society, Mr. Gordon Stridiron, has found this gem of
social history when researching in Wardley. It
appears in a regular new-sheet of The Independent
Order of Rechabites in 1907, along with a report
about a treat for the “Hope of Wardley" juvenile
Rechabites of the “Thomas Hall Tent", who had
been on a summer excursion to Roker.

About 120 children accompanied by 30 or so
adults went by train to Monkwearmouth, (from
Pelaw Station | would guess), and then to the sea-
front by tramcar, where they spent a whole day,
well looked after by Superintendents, Robinson,
Reay, Kelly and Hearne.

All well and good, but much more intriguing is
the charming vignette which appeared with the
report of the day trip. A Band of Hope Alphabet to
be learned for recitation by the children so sweetly
depicted in a half circle, all ready to chant together.

However amusing it seems to us, for them it was

a very serious piece of work. They were doing their
bit to slay the ‘Demon Drink'. They had signed the
Pledge and wore the blue rosette. They would grow
up to be total abstainers from alcohol - teetotallers.
We have forgotten what despair and degradation
was wrought in Victorian England by the drunkards
- 'Oh father, dear father, when will you come home,
the clock in the steeple chimes One..." Out of the
misery was born the Jemperance Movement. The
brewers and publicans were made to toe some lines,
licensing laws passed, non-alcoholic drinks
promoted and non-alcoholic hotels opened.

The greatest success of all was winning over the
children through the joys of membership of the
Band of Hope in every corner of the land. | consider
this Alphabet song (below) to be a splendid piece of
propaganda - to do what it was meant to -
indoctrinate children.

Happy Christmas!
Joan Hewitt.
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15 for Beer and th

is for Earnest, we all ought to be,

is for Fetters from which we are Free ;

is for Gin, that Aorridle stufl,

is for Health—we look Healthy enough !
is for Inn, which on Sundays should close,
1s for Jail, where the poor drunkard goes;
1s for Kind, which we all try to be,

15 for Love, always Lovely to sce. {
15 for Misery, caused by strony drink, ‘
is our Nation, which Needs Now to Think i

1+ for Oprn, that pasons the Loan,

(4

We know you w
\We are Band of

is for Ale, which makes people ill,

is for Cider, that no one should make,
D 15 strong Drink, wh

Now onr Alphabet’s timshed,

And HATE all strony drnk

e doctor's Big Bill ; g fren §_
TN
ich we never will take —
P is our Pledge from all ill to ahstam.
Q is for Questions we ask whan we think,
R s for Reasons why no one should drink |
S is for Sober and Safe and Sccuie,
T for Teetotal, the hest thing, we're sure
U Useful our Pledge 15 1o you and to me,
V. Virtue 1s better than Vice you'll agice
W for Water, far better than Wine,
X 1o eNcel, our Pledge you should sign,
Y s for Youth, the best time 1o hegin,
7 s for Zeal, that our Cause v may san
D oa
dl thank SO
Hupe cnldien, X b S
s o'
A LW
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IS old photo-
graph of Wardley
Colliery’s football
team was kindly
loaned to me by Mr
Joe Durham of The

M heored f"‘ ‘

Do you rec'oqmse

Avenue, Felling.

The photograph was taken at
the end of the 1932-33 season
when the team had won every
competition they entered.

The plaque in front of the
players records the fact that

they were champions of the
Tyneside Leagye., winners of
the Hebburn Aud Miners'
Cup and the Heworth Nursing
Cup.

Pictured on the left of the
front row is Mr Roger Lambert,

Wamdley

the father of Mr Durhain’s wife,
Winifred.

Mrs Durham said that her
father was a keen cricketer but
was also on the committee of
the football club.

The only name the couple

W alnLe:

players?

.t =

G

could remember for the team
was a player called John Hold-
sworth, but neither of them
could pick him out.

Perhaps other people in the
area can recognise some of the
faces on the Wardley team.
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WARDLEY COLLIERY BOARD SCHOOL

Vardley Colliery Board school was opened in 1878 for the education of the
growing number of local children. Built of brick from the nearby Pelaw
brickyards,it was a single story building with a caretakers house at the
girls entrance. It was to accomodate up to 180 infants and cost c£l1,800,
The headmistress was Miss M. Mallon.

The local school board were determined that the children got their
education and arduously carried out its duties. At the Gateshead County
Court Petty Sessions in August 1880 a Vardley woman, Ann Murphy, appeared
due to her daughter Mary Elizabeth attending school only 12 times out of a
possible 128. She said she was a widow and kept the child at home to assist
her. She was ordered to send the child to school. Thomas Courtley of
Sinker's Row was also summonsed for the offence.

In the same year there was a public meeting of Vardley inhabitants “held at
the old schoolroom" under the auspices of the Heworth Ratepayers
Association where a "pleasing and entertaining concert was given". Is this
evidence of a school prior to the Board School of 1878 ?

Some of the pupils who obtained prizes at the school in September 1882
remained in Vardley all their lives, as did their children until most of
the pit village disappeared in 1939. In standard 1 was : Thomas Carlow,
Margaret Greener, Sophia Starling, Alice Kerridge, Mary Dixon, and Annie
Summerson. Six year old infants : Henry Barkass, Thomas Maddison, Jas.
Ovington, Thomas Clayton, Elizabeth Alger, Elizabeth Muncaster, Sarah Vest,
Ann Brown, Jane Edwards, Catherine Greener, Mary Baldry, Isabella Moralee.
Five year old infants : Richard Greenwell, Robert Vest, Peter Donnelly,
George Dowd, Annie Johnson, Mary Wilkin, Mary Clark, Ella Bland, Eleanor
Young, Barbara Short. Four year olds : Thomas Pearson, Jas. Carlow, John
Simpson, William Davis, Isabella Ovington.

A school inspection in October 1883 found the children to be “very backward
in arithmetic but have done fairly well in reading and writing. The singing
was too loud and the voices too harsh. The order deserves praise. A good
merit grant, though not earned is recommended®. "

In 1899 at Bill Quay school were five pupil teachers who lived at Vardley.
They were Gearge Brown,11 Third Street, Margaret J.Forrest, 31 Reservoir
Street, Charlotte Knaggs, 9 Third Street, Sarah J. Corfield, Second Street
and John Goodrum, 8 First Street. None of the five teaching staff at
Vardley were local people. The Head Mistress was Barbara Brown, the others
were Martha Butler, Eliza Doxie, Isabel Appleby and Emily Smith. One of the
Managers of the school was Lionel Maddison of First Street, Vardley.

The pit heap was originally on the north side of the colliery in front of
the school and in wet conditions the children would arrive in a messy
state. A much needed wall was erected around the bottom of the pit heap
facing the school by the pit owners in 1907 which kept back the
accumulation of dirt which resulted after a heavy rainfall.

Due to overcrowding at Bill Quay,a Junior Department of standard 1,11,111,
was added to the school in 1908 from plans prepared by Felling architect
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Henry Miller at a cost of £2,567 9s. Mr. Miller's renumeration was 1%% of
the total cost. At this year's annual prize giving Mr. Bell, a school
manager, said " Every child should endevour to attend school regularly,
that he was pleased to learn from their teacher, Miss Swinburn, that their
conduct was good, which was as important as good attendance. In the present
age there was a tendancy among children to be disrespectfull to their
parents. He would be very glad to see the children try to give the same
obedience to the fathers and mothers as they give to their teachers. They
would be better men and women for it".

The inspectors report of 1912 say's that the work of "both departments is
well arranged and carefully supervised by the head mistress. The teaching
is vigourous and the classes well managed. The attainments, with few
exceptions, reached a creditable level. In the Infants Department the
mechanical difficulties of reading have been successfully overcome and the
children attack new and long words with confidence. Handwriting is good and
the crayon drawings and plasticine modelling from nature considerably above
average. Among the Juniors, the composition of the girls; the geography and
Morris Dancing of Standard 111 and the writing, drawing and modelling,in
paper and placticine, in all the classes are worthy of praise. The
observation classes are thoroughly prepared and suitably illustrated.

One of Bill Quay's teachers, Miss Donkin, was tranferred to Vardley in
September 1913, Her sister, Mrs. Taylor, was the caretaker and a widow. The
family had originally owned South Vardley farm and eventually Mrs Taylor
married George Amos who had also lost his partner and she returned to South
Vardley Farm where she grew up.

A new caretaker arrived in 1918 who was to remain there for the next 30
years. He was Mr. Salkeld who had two daughters and came from Felling
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WARDLEY : A Short School History

Vardley Colliery Board School was opened in 1878 for the education of the
growing number of local children, it's headmistress was Miss. M. Mallon.
Built of brick from the nearby Pelaw brickyards,it was a single story
building with a caretakers house at the girls entrance. It was to
accommodate up to 180 infants and cost c£1,800.

Before Gladstone's Liberal government passed the Education Act of 1870 most
working class children were part of the labour force, either at work or
within the family. It was now law for children to attend school and
Heworth's local school board were determined that the children got their
education and arduously carried out its duties. At the Gateshead County
Court Petty Sessions in August 1880 a Vardley woman, Ann Murphy, appeared
due to her daughter Mary Elizabeth attending school only 12 times out of a
possible 128. She said she was a widow and kept the child at home to assist
her. She was ordered to send the child to school. Thomas Courtley of
Sinker's Row was also summonsed for the offence.

There is also evidence of a school prior to the Board school. In the same
year there was a public meeting of Wardley inhabitants "held at the old
schoolroom" under the auspicious of the Heworth Ratepayers Association
where a "pleasing and entertaining concert was given".

In the older census records it was not unusual to find that no two children
of a large family were born in the same pit village. Families did'nt have
much and if the pit closed, was on strike, or they wanted something better,
it was easy to put everything they owned onto a horse and cart and move
elsewhere. By the 1880's it was to people's advantage to settle in a
community. The Bducation Act had been passed and schools were being built,
a growing trade union movement was gaining strength to improve conditions
for its members. “"Reading Rooms", welfare halls and recreation grounds and
chapel life in the pit villages was flourishing. Some of the pupils who
obtained prizes at the school in September 1882 remained in Vardley all
their lives, as did their children until most of the pit village
disappeared in 1939. In standard 1 were : Thomas Carlow, Margaret Greener,
Sophia Starling, Alice Kerridge, Mary Dixon, and Annie Summerson. Six year
old infants : Henry Barkass, Thomas Maddison, Jas. Ovington, Thomas
Clayton, Elizabeth Alger, Elizabeth Muncaster, Sarah West, Ann Brown, Jane
Edwards, Catherine Greener, Mary Baldry, Isabella Moralee.Five year old
infants : Richard Greenwell, Robert West, Peter Domnelly, George Dowd,
Annie Johnson, Mary Vilkin, Mary Clark, Ella Bland, Eleanor Young, Barbara
Short. Four year olds : Thomas Pearson, Jas. Carlow, John Simpson, Villiam
Davis, Isabella Ovington. Vardley's senior members would remember all these
surnames.

A school inspection in October 1883 found the children to be "very backward
in arithmetic but have done fairly well in reading and writing. The singing
was too loud and the voices too harsh. The order deserves praise. A good
merit grant, though not earned is recommended".

In 1899 at Bill Quay school were five pupil teachers who lived at Vardley.
They were George Brown,1l1l Third Street, Margaret J.Forrest, 31 Reservoir
Street, Charlotte Knaggs, O Third Street, Sarah J. Corfield, Second Street
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and John Goodrum, 8 First Street. None of the five teaching staff at

Vardley school were local people. The Head Mistress was Barbara Brown, the
others were Martha Butler, Eliza Doxie, Isabel Appleby and Emily Smith. One
of the Managers of the school was Lionel Maddison of First Street, Vardley.

The pit heap was originally on the north side of the colliery in front of
the school and in wet conditions the children would arrive in a dirty
condition . After complaints to the pit owners, John Bowes and Partners, a
much needed wall was erected in 1907 around the bottom of the pit heap
facing the school which kept back the accumulation of dirt which resulted
after a heavy rainfall. Felling Council also provided a footpath leading
from Third Street to the school entrance which became known as “the
ashfelt" among the children who would have been cleaner and more
comfortable in their classrooms after the improvements.

During the national strike of 1926 the pit heap was removed by local
workman and their families who riddled the heap for small coal to make
"duff balls" which they used to sell as fuel or for use in their own homes.
The children would help with this work and Nora Dixon, who was eight years
of age at the time, remembers singing the ditty "Duff balls, duff balls,
mak'in all the day, we'll hire a barra ta take 'em ta Jarra to pass the
time away". It was discoved how dangerous it was to have pit heaps close to
school buildings after the Aberfan disaster when many local school children
died after the colliery waste tragically slide onto the school with
disastrous consequences

Due to overcrowding at Bill Quay,a Junior Department of standard 1,11,111,
was added to VWardley school in 1908 from plans prepared by Felling
architect Henry Miller at a cost of £2,567 9s. Mr. Miller's renumeration
was 1%% of the total cost. At this year's annual prize giving Mr. Bell, a
school manager, said " Every child should endeavour to attend school
regularly, that he was pleased to learn from their teacher, Miss Swinburn,
that their conduct was good, which was as important as good attendance. In
the present age there was a tendency among children to be disrespectfull to
their parents. He would be very glad to see the children try to give the
same obedience to the fathers and mothers as they give to their teachers.
They would be better men and women for it".

Vardley Colliery closed on December 30th. 1911 and suffered a double blow
when a national coal strike was called in February 1912. It was reported in
the local press that "much distress is being felt in the district..... it is
gratifying to know that the school children may be provided with a meal in
which to start the day. The provision of meals at school is one of the
modern safeguards for the protection of child life". John Taylor, who was
in charge of the sinking operations at the new Follonby pit, also won the
"respect and esteem of all those who came in contact with him" when he
formed a fund for a soup kitchen to help unemployed Wardley workmen and
their "poor bairns". In later years the Miners Welfare Hall would provide

meals for the children of striking miners, a breakfast before school and a
meal at dinner times.

The inspectors report of 1912 say's that the work of "both departments is
well arranged and carefully supervised by the head mistress. The teaching
is vigorous and the classes well managed. The attainments, with few
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exceptions, reached a creditable level. In the Infants Department the
mechanical difficulties of reading have been successfully overcome and the
children attack new and long words with confidence. Handwriting is good and
the crayon drawings and plasticine modelling from nature considerably above
average. Among the Juniors, the composition of the girls; the geography and
Morris Dancing of Standard 111 and the writing, drawing and modelling,in
paper and plasticine, in all the classes are worthy of praise. The
observation classes are thoroughly prepared and suitably illustrated.

One of Bill Quay's teachers, Miss Donkin, was transferred to Vardley in
September 1913. Her sister, Mrs. Taylor, was the caretaker and a widow. The
family had originally owned South Vardley farm and eventually Mrs Taylor
married George Amos, who had also lost his partner, and she returned to
live at South Vardley Farm where she grew up.

A new caretaker arrived in 1918 who was to remain there for the next 30
years. He was Mr. Salkeld who had two daughters and came from Felling
Shore. At one time his duties included that of truant officer for the
School Board.

Nellie Ellison, the daughter of Jimmy and Sussanah Ellison who had the shop
at the corner of Wardley Lane and Sunderland Road (now a pretty white
house) was educated at the colliery school and went on to teacher training
and in 1926 taught at the school until 1937 when she married another local
teacher, Jack Smith. In those day's married women had to leave the
profession and she had to leave her teaching career. Some of the other
teachers at this time were Bella Forsyth, Florrie Clark, ¥iss Robson and
Miss Thompson who's family had a butcher's shop at Felling. Due

to many men joining the armed forces, married women were brought back into
teaching during the Second World War when this rule was permanently changed
and ¥ellie, along with many others, returned to teaching.

It was at this time that young Wardley footballers were building a
successfull football team at Bill Quay school. Some of those on the team
were the Dryden brothers, Tommy Ions, Tom Pickering, Lewis Felton, Billy
Wealans, B.Goldsworthy, B.Gray and Dick Young who went on %o have a very
successfull professional football career with Sheffield United and Lincoln
City and retired as manager of Carlisle United.

During the 1935 pit strike, when 1300 men and boys were given notice and
the management implemented a grading system objected to by the union to re-
employ 400 men, the school children were found to be rushing out of the
school at home time to join the strikers and their wife's jeering and
“tinpanning" a number of local blacklegs who were guarded by dozens of
police constables on their way home from Follonsby pit. Vhen this was
discovered the children were kept at school until this daily event had
passed.

Vhen war broke out in September 1939 air raid shelters were built
everywhere. Trenches and shelters were dug in front of Vardley school in
October to accommodate 222 people at an estimated cost of £621 12s 04.
Luckily, they were never used and, as the drainage in them was never
satisfactorily completed, they were always flooded and in bad condition.

SN \44
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During this time both the boy's and girls were completing their education
at Wardley. The headmaster was Mr.R.Foster, who had previously been a
teacher at Bill Quay. Around 1956, the school again reverted to Infants and
Juniors only with the children who were over 11 years of age attending Bill
Quay or Grammar school.

As most of Wardley Colliery was demolished by late 1939, the school and the
chapel, which was the only other building left standing, were becoming
isolated from the community which was moving onto new council estates. The
Chapel was relocated to Thorn Avenue and a new Wardley Infants School was
built at Kier Hardie Avenue on the Ellen Vilkinson Estate. It must have
been of some concern to Miss Barepark, the first year infant's teacher, as
every night she would say to the class "Goodnight children, go straight
home and keep to the path" and the children would reply in unison
"Goodnight Miss Barepark, we'll go straight home and keep to the path!".

The new infant school was opened on the 21st. December 1956 and it's head
teacher was Miss Jenny Harland (retired in 1965 and Mrs Connie Ireland
appointed). The Colliery school continued as a Junior's only school until
1068 when the new Junior School was opened next to the Infants. The
headmaster was Joe Nelson (his mother was Maggie Mallory who had also been
a teacher at Wardley, he passed away in early 1996), the pupils and the
caretaker, John Forsyth, were transferred to the new building. The old
colliery board school had taught the pit children for 81 years but was
demolished shortly after it was vacated.

The new infant school opened a Nursery Unit in September 1979. It had been
converted from a classroom and was staffed by Miss Jo-Anna Diaz (teacher),
Miss Alisan Foster (Nursery Nurse) and Mrs. Jean Milburn (Nursery
Assistant).

In 1981 the Infant and Junior schools were amalgamated with Brian Howard
as Headmaster and Morris Robinson as Deputy. In January 1990 John Anderson
became Head , Mrs. Anne Munro was Deputy Head. By 1994 the teaching staff
consisted of Mr. Anderson (Head), Ian McAleer, Anne Valsh, Brian Dixom,
Maureen Hodgson,David Penn, Alison Foster, Sylvia Carter, Terry Husnu, Ann
Dliphant, Julie Ridley, June James, Sarah Vatson, Carole Hunter, Judith
Donovan, Kath Pearce, Gillian Tomlinson and Lesley Newton.

An attempt was made in April 1995 to take the school out of local council
control and become a grant maintained school with control over it's own
budget. Campaigner Trica Potts said :" The school will be able to manage
its money by itself and will be able to cut out the middle man and cut out
bureaucracy". A ballot was held by the parents of the 329 pupils, only 19
parents approved and the rest overwhelmingly rejected the idea. Earlier, a
secret ballot among the staff voted 14 to 1 against the move. The school's
chairman of governors, Councillor Bernard McVilliam, said he was delighted
with the result “which shows that the majority of parents have faith in the
local education authority and are happy that the school is being properly
managed for the benefit of their children's education".

To protect the premises from vandalism and theft and make it safe and
cecure for children and staff, security gates, fences and doors were
installed at the school in late 1995 at a cost of £10,000.
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Vith the development of private housing estates ; South Vardley, the
Broadlands Estate at Kirkwood Gardens and the Fishers Estate in the 1960's,
overcrowding at Vardley and Lingey House School's had to be avoided and a
third school was built in 1979. It was named White Mere Primary and located
next to the old Pontop to Jarrow railway line at Gingling Gate. Its first
intake were pupils transferred from Lingey House School. Since then
hundreds of private homes have been built in front of the school on a
Fairways Estate, bringing the number of pupils at the schaol to 222 with a
staff of eight. After many years at Bill Quay Miss Nancy Simpson became its
first Head Teacher. She was succeed in September 1985 by James Dolan who
had previously taught at Marley Hill. Other members of the staff in 1996
were Janet Stevenson, Irene Vandless. Lindsey Ramsey, Helen Roberts, David
Skelbeck, Joanne Malley, Christine Gibson and Shelly Metcalf.

It was of concern to school Govenor's and staff when a waste disposal
incinerator was to be built by Northumbrian Environmental Management (NEM)
at nearby Follonsby Lane. Over 18,000 people signed a petition opposing the
development which, it was claimed, would be a health risk. By July 1995,
the campaign had been successful and a safe and heathier environment was
secured for local people and their children.

£.s,a6
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‘Spelling

Fayceby
Folanceby
Folanceby
Folanceby
Folansby
Folansbye
Folasceby
Folasceby
Folaunceby
Folaunceby
Folaunceby
Folesceby
Folesceby
Folesteby
Foletby
Foletebi
Foletebi
Foleteby
Foletesbi
Folethebi
Folethebi
Folethebi
Folingsby
Follansby
Follensbye
Folleteby
Follingsby
Follingsby
Follonsby

Date

Follingsby - by spelling

1400
1450

1539
1220

1446
1539
1180
1343

1140
1180
1180
1140
1195
1335
1335

1580
1920

1960
1916

Source

Jackson
Jackson
Mawer
Mawer
Jackson
Mawer
Jackson
Mawer
Jackson
Mawer
Mawer
Mawer
Mawer
Jackson
Jackson
Mawer
Ekwall
Mawer
Mawer
Ekwall
Ekwall
Mawer

Jackson
Mawer
Jackson
Mawer
Ekwall
Jackson
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"Tomesday_ A search for the Roots of England."
By Michael Woods BBC. 1986.

Ch. 9. Viking Impact. About the Danelaw.
pv. 134-136.

"Examination of "by'" named places (suffix) in relation to the geology
and soils of the landscape, demonstrates that many of the colonists
came as settlers developing virgin land and establishing new settle-
ments where there was no existing Pmglish village. It is likely that
much of this settlement took place in the first wave of colonisation
in the late 9%th century.

Many of the "by" sites are close to main Roman rozds and ancient track-
ways. This suggests the importance of lines of communication for seltle-
ment. They also tend to lie in valleys of tributaries and small sireams
whereas the older knglish villages lie on the main rivers. So for their
settlement the Vikings opted for the unused land in secondary arease.

In fact, a feature of the "by" village sites is that their founders
tended to prefer sandy or gravelly lands."

THiS _1S_Goo» EVIDENCE FOR FoLLonSBY AS A NORSE SETTLEMENT.

The regular Danish word for a farm or village round a farm-stead was
"py". This corresponds to the English "tun'" or "ton", and just as "ton"
igs the commonest Englich ending, SO "hy" is the commonest hDanish endinge.

This ending has become modern usage in the word hye- laws, which are the

local laws of the town.

Other Banish place names are:

Thorpe- &nother word for e farm, often a small one.

Thwaite- A:¢learing to make a meadow.

Garth- An enclosed place- a garden.

Dale- A river valley.

Fell- A hill.

Force- 4 waterfall.

(1i11- A ravine or deep valley.

Holm- A flat-topped island.

{irk- A church. Kirkby was often shortened to Kirby, and means the
village with a church. e.g. Kirby Lonsdale means "the village
with a church in the valley of the River Lune."

hanish and llorse settlers occupied that part of Fngland known as the

Danelaw, which includes !lorthwnbris. Cumbria, Yorkshire, Lincolushire,
the }ast Midlands, and TFast Anglia. It is easy to see where there were
concentrations of Scandinavian settlers by looking at a map for place-

names ending in the ahove sufflixes.

:31?4.fk343rf’r



GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN
BOROUGH COUNCIL

HOUSING DEPARTMENT

1 BEDROOM BUNGALOWS, WARDLEY

ACCOMMODATION COMPRISES:
Suitable for applicants aged 50 years + (owner occupiers considered)
Choice of gas central heating/solid fuel heating
Front and rear gardens |
Quiet, established communities
Close to shops, health centres and main bus routes

H:‘) 20 Kot iy o oY -

FOR MORE DETAILS CONTACT:
LEAM LANE AREA HOUSING OFFICE
FEWSTER SQUARE

FELLING NE10 8XQ

TELEPHONE: (0191) 469 7114
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